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restaurants, discovered that women smiled and laughed more frequently than 
men (1978: 118). Similarly, women laughed more often than men during conflict 
negotiations among couples examined by Winterheld, Simpson and Orina (2013: 
501). It appears that women laugh especially frequently in mixed-gender groups, 
as Mehu and Dunbar inferred from observing smiling and laughter in natural 
group interactions. They found that the men’s laughter was not influenced 
by the group composition, yet women laughed more in mixed-gender groups 
than they did in all-female groups (2008: 1757). In addition, young women 
laughed more than more mature women in mixed groups, while no age-related 
differences were observed for men (2008: 1758). This suggests that factors such 
as age and group composition can have a different effect on laughing behaviour 
according to gender. 

The third common observation is that women laugh more at men’s humorous 
statements than the reverse. Adelsward observed such a tendency in various 
interactions in an institutional context. She discovered that female applicants 
laughed along with the interviewer more frequently during job interviews, and 
also laughed alone more often than male interviewees. The female speakers 
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laughed more often overall, as they partook in 59% of all laughing events, 
while men only featured in 41% of them (1989: 122). When observing young 
adults in public, Provine (1993) discovered that male speakers triggered laughter 
more frequently in both male and female interlocutors than female speakers 
did. The same pattern was found in a later study, in which Provine examined 
1,200 natural conversations between men and women (1996: 42). This may be 
linked to gender differences in the receptiveness to humour, as Jefferson (2004) 
found when examining gender patterns in the laughter of one woman and 
different male interlocutors in telephone conversations. Her data indicates that 
the woman tended to join in with men’s laughter, thus exhibiting “laugh-re- 
ceptiveness”, whereas the men were less likely to laugh along, and hence 
showed “laugh-resistance” (2004: 125). However, there was an exception to this, 
namely when laughter accompanied trouble-talk; in these situations, the men 
were more likely to laugh along than the woman (2004: 125). In contrast to 
these findings, Glenn, Hoffman, and Hopper (1996) discovered no statistically 
significant difference in speakers’ likeliness to laugh along with each other in 
twelve male-female interactions. Their data suggested, however, that whether 
the participants laughed along with each other or not depended on the nature 
of their relationship. In courtship-relevant interactions, female participants 
were more likely than male participants to respond with laughter to their 
interactional partner, yet no such tendency was noticeable in interactions which 
were not courtship-relevant (in Glenn 2003: 156). This ties in with Martin’s 
observation that women find men who make them laugh especially attractive, 
while men feel attracted to women who respond to their jokes with laughter 
(2014: 145). 

The fourth hypothesis is that men and women have different styles of humour 
and appreciate different types of humour. It is generally assumed that women 
have a more supportive or cohesive humour style, while men use more compet- 
itive or differentiating humour; this hypothesis has been confirmed by a number 
of studies. Robinson and Smith-Lovin (see above) found that, in mixed-sex 
groups, men and women used cohesive humour with a similar frequency, yet 
men used differentiating humour more often. In same-sex groups, women used 
more cohesive and less differentiating humour than men (2001: 144). Holmes’ 
(2006) analysis of humour and gender in everyday work interactions in New 
Zealand also revealed gender differences in humour type. Like Robinson and 
Smith-Lovin, she found that the type of humour used by both genders partly 
depended on the gender composition of the participants of the meeting. Hence, 
supportive conjoint humour “tended to be more frequent in groups that included 
women (whether the groups were single or mixed-gender). Contestive conjoint 
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humour, on the other hand, tended to occur more frequently in meetings in 
which men were involved (again, whether single or mixed-gender)” (2006: 40). 
There were also differences with regard to collaboration, as groups involving 
only or mainly men used a minimally collaborative type of floor most often, 
while a maximally shared floor was most frequent in situations where both 
genders were present (2006: 41). 

These differences in humour styles are probably linked to the different 
functions humour is said to fulfil for the two genders. Based on observations 
of humour in all-female and all-male groups in a variety of social contexts, 
Coates demonstrated that the female speakers in these groups used humour as 
a form of self-protection, while the male speakers used it to exert dominance. 
At the same time, both genders collaborated to create humorous talk, and, thus, 
solidarity (2014: 164), which can be seen to contradict the results of earlier 
studies. Similarly, Hay analysed the function of humour in conversations 
among 18 friendship groups, including all-female, all-male and mixed-gender 
groups, and discovered that the women in these groups used humour to create 
or maintain solidarity with a far greater frequency than the men did (2000: 
734). 

In addition, Hay also discovered differences in the teasing behaviour of the 
sexes. While the men and the women in her study both appeared to enjoy 
teasing, teasing tended to occur far more frequently in single-sex groups 
than in mixed-sex ones (2000: 736). Hay’s results are not entirely congruent 
with those presented by Lampert and Ervin-Tripp (2006), who examined 
conversational humour in naturally occurring conversations of mixed- and 
same-sex groups of friends, and found that men teased less frequently in 
mixed groups than in same-sex groups, while women teased more in mixed 
groups, but only infrequently in same-sex groups.’ Based on this, the authors 
hypothesize that 


[m]Jen may avoid teasing a female friend, even when teased, because of the social 
prohibitions on aggressive behavior by men towards women in friendship groups, 
sensitivity towards maintaining symmetrical power relationships within the group, 
and recognition that women view being teased more negatively than men. (2006: 66) 


Furthermore, Lampert and Ervin-Tripp believe that women may adopt a male 
conversational style with their male friends. The men in their mixed groups 
often responded to women’s teases “with a supportive self-directed remark, 


2 It is possible that the differences between these findings are partly due to cultural 
norms, as Hay (2000) examined young New Zealanders of European descent, while 
Lampert and Ervin-Tripp (2006)’s research was on European Americans. 
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which the women could easily interpret as acceptance, a sign of bonding, and 
encouragement to tease even more” (2006: 67). These findings suggest that the 
gender of the interlocutor may be just as important as the gender of the speaker 
when it comes to laughing and humour. 


10.3 Humour and laughter during the interviews 


10.3.1 Frequency of laughter during the interviews 


I will now turn to the analysis of the couples’ use of humour and laughter 
during the interviews. My first aim is to examine the frequency with which 
the bilinguals laughed during the interviews in order to ascertain whether 
the partners displayed similar behaviour patterns, and whether their gender 
and mother tongue influenced their laughing behaviour (see sections 10.3.6, 
“Laughter and gender”, and 10.3.7, “Laughter and mother tongue”). The 
duration of each instance of laughter was indicated by marking each pulse 
of laughter with an “at” symbol (@) in the transcripts, rather than a time 
measurement in seconds. In this manner, the number of laughter pulses each 
participant produced was established, as well as the number of instances 
in which laughter occurred, or laughter episodes (which consist of one or 
several pulses of laughter). It should be kept in mind that there may have 
been instances where a speaker smiled or laughed inaudibly, which would not 
appear in the transcript. 

Table 37 below indicates the number of laughter pulses (@), the number of 
laughter episodes, as well as the average laughter length (number of laughter 
pulses per laughter episode) for each bilingual. In addition, I calculated the 
average number of laughter pulses and laughter episodes for each minute of 
interview time, to give some indication of the relative frequency. This was 
deemed preferable to putting the laughter pulses in relation to the number of 
words or intonation units for each speaker, since laughter can, to some extent, 
be seen as dissociated from speech. 
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Table 37: Number of laughter pulses, laughter sequences and average laughter length for 
each participant 


Key: @ = laughter pulse; duration (min) = interview duration in minutes; bold = in text. 


Table 37 indicates that there are considerable differences in the frequency and 
duration of laughter among the interviewees. The bilinguals averaged at 503.1 
laughing pulses — or 7.45 per minute — with a large standard deviation (o = 
302.3). The number of laughing pulses ranged from 154 (2.2 per minute, Robert ;) 
to 1079 (18.3 per minute, Richard p) and 1254 (17.0 per minute, Susanne sg). It is 
notable that one couple, Susanne and David, laughed considerably more than 
the other couples — together they produced 30.4 [13.4 + 17.0] laughter pulses 
per minute (2244 [990 + 1254] in total), which is twice the average per couple 
(14.9 [2 * 7.45] laughter pulses per minute, 1006.2 [2 * 503.1] in total) and 4.7 
times as much as the couple who laughed the least, Claire and Simon (6.5 [3.1 + 
3.4] laughter pulses per minute, 476 [225 + 251] in total). It is also evident that 
most partners differed considerably from each other in the number of laughter 
pulses, and thus the duration of laughter during the interviews — on average, 
one of the partners used 253.8 pulses (83%) more than the other one, and only 
two couples differed less than 20% (Claire/Simon, Karen/Philipp). 

The variance between the speakers regarding the number of laughter epi- 
sodes is almost as great as it is for the number of laughter pulses. The speakers 
ranged between 56 instances (Karen çp) and 222 instances (Susanne sg), with 
an average of 108 instances, and a standard deviation of o = 52.9. On average, 
one partner in each couple laughed 40.1 instances (42.4%) more than the other 
one. In relative terms, the participants laughed 1.60 times per minute, ranging 
between 0.77 (Tim ,) and 3.71 (Richard ,) laughter episodes per minute (o = 
0.83). Regarding the average length of each laughter sequence (laughter pulses 
per laughter episode), the numbers were somewhat more homogenous, with an 
average of 4.66, and a standard deviation of o = 0.88. The average difference 
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between the partners in each couple was 1.1 laughter pulses per laughter 
sequence. While the duration of laughter was similar for half of the couples, 
the other half displayed considerable differences in their average duration of 
laughter per episode (with the one speaker laughing between 25% and 82% 
longer than the other). 

In sum, there are vast differences with regard to the frequency and duration of 
laughter among the bilinguals, in spite of the fact that (largely) the same topics 
were discussed in the interviews. Moreover, the interviewees show considerable 
differences from their partners in the overall number of laughter pulses, the 
number of laughter episodes, as well as the duration of laughter, even though 
they were participating in the same conversation. These results will be discussed 
more extensively with reference to gender and mother tongue at a later point 
in this chapter (see sections 10.3.6, “Laughter and gender” and 10.3.7, “Laughter 
and mother tongue”). 


10.3.2 Categorisation and overview of laughter triggers 


10.3.2.1 Overview of laughter triggers 
Besides the frequency with which the interviewees laughed, I am interested in the 


reasons for their laughter. On the one hand, I intend to determine who caused 
whom to laugh; on the other hand, I want to identify what type of utterances 
(humorous, positive or negative) were followed by laughter the most frequently. 
For this purpose, I examined all instances in which a speaker produced laughter, 
tried to establish the utterance or event that triggered this laughter, and categorized 
each laughter episode based on the predominant trigger. In this section, I will give 
a broad overview of the frequency with which these triggers provoked laughter 
in the bilinguals, before looking at each trigger type individually in the following 
sections. The number of laughter episodes that were provoked by each trigger are 
indicated in Table 38 below. In addition, Figure 9 provides a visualization of the 
distribution of laughter triggers overall. It should be noted that the numbers refer 
to sequences of laughter of various durations, ranging from one pulse of laughter 
to prolonged laughter. Moreover, during longer sequences with several humorous 
comments, multiple triggers sometimes immediately followed each other. When 
prolonged laughter could be attributed to several triggers, it was counted as several 
instances of laughter (1 for each trigger). 


10.3 Humour and laughter during the interviews 341 
x 
El 
ä 
S = € 
ze ane 3 4 ia z 
23 8 as 8 \ 3 8 a ee eI IS Boe 
2 og RES € EF ¢ $B TS § gg ge g N 
g aé E E 2 : 2 3 g 2 3 
E E 522 20 FG Es 3 
3 22825 Es: 2 28g 5 8 č al gv ° 
25 ©8533 g E 8 a ¢ 8 4 5 5 pw 352 # = 
SPEER EERE EEE eee EE EE) EI S 
6ARPA AAO SHH ODHAZ ZACH KM A SB 2 x 
humorous 15 17 25 32 80 68 32 15 53 25 30 25 26 31 42 22 30 67 24 30|34.5| 689 | 31.9 
pos statement 4 2 2 2 6 12 2 1 19 3 0 0 4 14 6 1 3 4| 43 85 3.9 
self neg statement 8 18 3 16 12 18 8 217 6 3 7 4 710 5 2 6 6 5] 82} 163} 7.5 
neutral/unclear) 0 2 0 4 6 6 3 1 5 1 1 9 10 5 4 4 4 2 6| 32 64 3.0 
total self 27 39 30 54 104 104 45 19 94 35 34 41 31 42 71 37 36 78 35 45 |50.2| 1001| 46.4 
humorous 7 22 8 27 36 52 17 35 27 23 10 14 18 14 13 38 38 30 8 11| 224] 448] 20.8 
involuntary 0000 1 4 00 00 00 0 2 10 2 1 0 0} 06} 11} 05 
pos statement 316 07 5 5 4 524 3 0 1 5 0 315 2 1 0 2] 51} 101| 47 
part 
neg statement | 10 11 10 12 4 10 5 735 4 7 7 611 9 5 5 5 4] 79] 158] 73 
neutral/unclear| 2 6 3 7 6 2 3 3 12 4 1 3 2 1 3 8 #0 12 1 3) 41 82 3.8 
total partner 22 55 21 53 52 73 29 50 98 34 18 25 31 18 21 70 47 49 14 20| 40.0] 800 | 37.1 
humorous 4 9 7 21 27 29 11 5 17 11 2 2 3 4 15 22 7 10 0 2|104| 208| 96 
ing, SRAtONY 6 9 310 10 8 4 010 5 3 2 1 0 912 4 5 7 2] 55) 110] 51 
uncomf. 
total interview(er)| 10 18 10 31 37 37 15 5 27 16 5 4 4 4 24 34 11 15 7 4| 160] 318 | 14.7 
s/p both/ either 0 0 1 110 8 2 30 0 2 2 1 1 3 3 0 3 0 0} 20} 40} 19 
total 59 112 62 139 203 222 91 77 219 85 59 72 67 65 119 144 94 145 56 69 | 108.0] 2159 | 100.0 


Table 38: Laughter triggers for each participant 


Key: part = partner; int = interview situation or interviewer; pos = positive; neg = 


negative; s / p = self and/or partner; bold = in text. 


interview situation / both / either 
uncomfortable o 
110 (5.1%) um 


interviewer - humorous 
208 (9.6%) 


self - humorous 


689 (31.9% 
partner - neutral / o) 


unclear 
82 (3.8%) 
partner - negative 


158 (13%) self - positive 
partner - positive 85 (3.9%) 


101 (4.7%) self - negative 


partner - involuntaı 163 (7.5%) 

11 (0.5%) 

partner - humorous 7° 
448 (20.8%) 


—__... self- neutral / unclear 
64 (3.0%) 


Figure 9: Visualization of laughter trigger distribution 
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As can be seen in Table 38, the first aspect that I examined was whose utterance 
triggered each laughter episode. This was either the speaker him- or herself 
(“self”), his or her partner (“partner”), the interviewer or interview situation 
(“interview”), or both participants jointly (“both”). In the last category, I also 
included laughter that may have been triggered by either of the participants 
but could not be assigned clearly to either. Table 38 and Figure 9 indicate 
that, overall, laughter was triggered most frequently by the speaker him- or 
herself (1001 of 2159 instances, 46.4%). Instances which were triggered by the 
laugher’s partner were somewhat less frequent (800 instances, 37.1%). This is 
not surprising, considering humorous utterances are often framed by laughter 
in order to make clear that a statement is to be interpreted in a humorous 
key (Kotthoff 2006: 274). In addition to these two main groups, approximately 
a seventh of the laughter was triggered by the interviewer or the interview 
situation (318 instances, 14.7%). Finally, a comparatively small percentage of 
laughter was attributed to a joint or unclear trigger (40 instances, 1.9%). 

The second aspect that I included in the categorisation was whether laughter 
was caused by a humorous comment, a positive utterance, or a negative one. 
Figure 9 above shows that the majority of all laughter sequences (62.3%) occurred 
in a humorous context (triggered by oneself [31.9%], one’s partner [20.8%] or 
the interviewer [9.6%]). This was followed by laughter which accompanied a 
negative utterance (14.8%), either by the laugher him- or herself (7.5%), or his 
or her partner (7.3%). Moreover, 8.6% of the laughter was triggered by a positive 
utterance (3.9% self and 4.7% partner), and 5.1% of the laughter sequences were 
due to an uncomfortable topic, or the interview situation in general. Finally, 6.8% 
[3.0% + 3.8%] of all laughter could not be assigned to a trigger with certainty 
and 0.5% were considered involuntary laughter triggers. 

I believe that two aspects of these findings are particularly interesting. First, 
the results underline that laughter is, with surprising frequency, not actually 
associated with a humorous statement — in 37.7% of the laughter sequences 
during the interviews, the trigger was not deemed to be humorous. While this 
percentage might be different in another type of conversation, it is nonetheless 
remarkably high. Secondly, the results suggest that, in a non-humorous context, 
itis more common for laughter to accompany negative than positive statements. 
Laughter was triggered more than twice as often by a negative statement or 
an uncomfortable topic (14.8% + 5.1%, thus 19.9% in total) than by a positive 
comment (8.6%). In the following, I will discuss the individual triggers in more 
detail, and provide examples of each trigger type. 
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10.3.2.2 Humorous laughter triggers 
As the previous section showed, the type of utterances which provoked laughter 


the most frequently were humorous statements or laughables (“humorous”). 
In these cases, laughter preceded, accompanied, or followed a laughable. 
Humorous statements occurred in all categories (self, partner, interviewer), 
but they were not distinguished in the fourth category (“both”), since the 
trigger was usually not entirely clear in this category. Example 10.1 shows a 
typical humorous statement (underlined), which resulted in laughter from both 
partners: 


Example 10.1: Courtney (English-Ghanaian, 24) and Martin (Swiss, 26) 
Martin: <usk SO I I *wouldn’t know how I usk> _ 
<p<to “UM: Lo>P> _ 
. how it would have been ar “different ui with uh: \ 
<pcusk With a cur “Swiss ur girlfriend usk>p> _ 


<H:> 


Courtney: . <pcusk I'd say [it'd be ..] “dull usps / 
Martin: [<er Couldn’t “say pps] // 
Courtney: <P<Lo “NO Lo>P> \- 


<P<Lo “NO Lo>Pp> \~ 
[eee] eee ((claps hands)) 
Martin: [eee] (939-943) 


Interestingly, far more instances of laughter were provoked by the laughers’ 
own humorous comments (689 instances, 31.9%) than by their partners’ (448 
instances, 20.8%). In addition, there were various situations in which a humorous 
comment by the interviewer triggered laughter (208 instances, 9.6%). It is 
noteworthy that few of the humorous laughables would generally be classified 
as truly hilarious. Rather, the majority of these triggers were somewhat funny 
remarks which were presented in a humorous key. 


10.3.2.3 Positive and negative laughter triggers 

Although humorous comments constituted the majority of all laughter triggers, 
it is notable that more than a third of all laughter episodes were provoked by 
non-humorous statements. Notably, speakers often framed positive statements, 
for example about their partner or their relationship, with laughter. In example 
10.2, Sophia accompanies a positive comment about her husband with laughing 
voice quality; towards the end of her statement, her speech is interspersed with 
laughing particles (underlined): 
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Example 10.2: Richard (English, 29) and Sophia (Swiss, 31) 
Sophia: <w when you <r “meet um him you know it w \ 
. «um from the very be”ginning we \\ 
<e<cusk that he’s [such a niece “gu:ey] nsee /- 
Richard: [eeee] (123-124) 


There were 85 instances in which a speaker framed a positive statement with 
laughter (3.9% of all instances), and 101 instances in which laughter was 
triggered by a partner’s positive statement (4.7%), while no such instances 
occurred in the other settings. 

Even more frequently, laughter was used to frame or mitigate (non-hu- 
morous) negative statements such as criticism or disagreement, or accompanied 
a reference to a conflict or negative past event.’ In example 10.3, Simon criticizes 
his partner for never apologizing to him, and then starts chuckling: 


Example 10.3: Claire (Northern Irish, 28) and Simon (Swiss, 34) 
Simon: <p and you say <m “sorry a ar lot p\ 
<p<usk but you never a*pologize skp \ 


[eeee] ((chuckling)) 
Claire: [<p “em:: ps] 
<pewar I usually um think I’m “right yes wos / (1642-1643) 


The statement above is preceded by the mention of several other points of 
conflict, such as that Claire “huffs” very quickly (Simon 1630), that he is much 
more forgiving than her (Simon 1634), or that she does not want to talk things 
out but wants to argue instead (Claire 1635). Simon’s chuckling at the end of this 
list appears to be an invitation to start depicting their conflict less negatively. 
His partner takes him up on this, as she switches to a smiley voice (...,) and 
frames the issue in a humorous key, which results in shared laughter: 


Example 10.4: Claire (Northern Irish, 28) and Simon (Swiss, 34) 


Simon: @@@@ ( (chuckling softly) ) 
Claire: <<a “ninety percent of the time a:p; \ 
<r<:-) “Simon is: .. apologizin’ .-,>>> 


<<a Sayin’ “sorry an’ I’m like asp _ 


Simon: ee L[eeee] ((softiy)) 

Silja: [eeeee] 

Claire: [<u::> <pcaci-) “thank you :-Jsase>] // 

3 Note that this category does not include humorous comments about conflicts or 


negative events, which were assigned to the first category (“humorous”). 
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Silja: [eeeee] 
Claire: [eee (softly) <P<:-) “yeah but <%%><m><%%>:-)>P>] _ 
Simon: [eee] (sofiy) (1644-1651) 


Such laughter also occurred frequently when one participant disagreed with 
the other during the interview. In the following example, Robert and Stephanie 
are asked to decide which one of them is a more positive person, and are in 
disagreement on the matter: 


Example 10.5: Robert (English-Irish, 20) and Stephanie (Swiss, 24) 


1335 Silja: an:d who’s the more “positive person ur \ 
1335 Robert: <w<crRE<HI I'd #have ur say ^I am crew \\ 

“no //- 
1337 Stephanie: = eee ((loud laughter) ) 


<ecnt I think “Ie agem ure \ 
eee [<n::>] 
1333 Robert: [<pp <$m> pps] -- 
1339 Stephanie: <ecur **positive um person e> 
1340 Robert: = <:-)<H1 yeah gr I think “I’m like ,;-)>\ 
<:-) I’ve got the most positive <1: *outlook 41>:-)> \\ 


<:-) “NO :-)> //~ 


elee] 
1341 Stephanie: [ee] ee 
1342 Robert: e@<arce #al- “alright# I- emr» _ 


<:-)<went I’ll argue > **my <p case here psw>:-)> //- 


1343 Stephanie: <:-)<p “okay p>:-)> \/- (1335-1343) 


Example 10.5 shows that Stephanie and Robert both consider themselves to 
be more positive than their partner. Stephanie bursts into loud laughter when 
Robert states that he is more positive than she is. She openly disagrees with him, 
framing her disagreement with laughing voice quality and laughing particles 
(“I think Io a@@m”, 1337). Robert insists in a smiling voice quality that he has 
“the most positive outlook” (1340), yet seeks confirmation about this from his 
partner (using the question tag “no”); when she does not give an affirmative 
response, he starts laughing, as does she. In the instances of laughter in this 
example, there are no intentionally humorous comments, but laughter results 
from the disagreement between the partners, and, potentially, their desire to 
frame this more positively. As was the case for positive statements, laughter 
following negative statements or disagreements was only differentiated for self- 
and partner-triggered laughter. There were 163 instances (7.5% of all) in which 
a speaker framed his or her own negative statement with laughter and 158 
instances (7.3%) in which laughter followed a partner’s negative statement. 
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10.3.2.4 Other laughter triggers 
Some laughter could be assigned to an utterance by one of the partners, but the 


exact reason for laughing was not entirely clear. These laughter triggers were 
thus grouped in another subcategory (“neutral / unclear”). An instance of such 
a trigger is given in example 10.6: 


Example 10.6: Karen (American, 51) and Philipp (Swiss, 47) 
Karen: <rsk> <pw Humour is “cultural wes \ 

<penas “Yea:h nas>p> /~ 
Philipp: <pcto “which: e:::h 10>P> \~ 

. ((longer pause)) <pp “yeah pps /~ 


((longer pause)) @@@@@ ((chuckling softly)) (1010-1011) 


In this extract, it is not clear why Philipp chuckles; it may be because of the 
longer pauses, or something he recalls (but does not elaborate). It is equally 
possible that he starts laughing because of a visual stimulus, such as his wife’s 
smile. In 64 instances (3.0% of all instances), the reason for self-triggered laughter 
could not be determined for sure, and in another 82 instances (3.8%), the reason 
for partner-triggered laughter was not entirely clear. 

In some cases, an utterance seemed to provoke (humorous) laughter invol- 
untarily, or there was unintentional situational humour (11 instances, 0.5%). 
This was usually due to a sudden language switch, a mispronounced word, a 
slip of the tongue, a misunderstanding, or an unexpected question: 


Example 10.7: David (English, 32) and Susanne (Swiss, 29) 
David: <pp<a “ANYWAY a>pp> \ 
<p we di’gress ps / 
Susanne: <u what was the ur “question _ 
David: eaae (764-766) 


In these situations, it was usually the partner rather than the speaker who started 
laughing first; sometimes the producer of the involuntary trigger joined in or 
switched to a smiling or laughing voice quality. 

In addition, there was some laughter which was caused by an uncomfortable 
topic or question, or the interview situation in general (110 instances, 5.1%). 
Such laughter has also been observed by Lavin and Maynard, who discovered 
that respondents often initiated laughter after an interview question, which 
they termed “question-oriented respondent laughter” (2001: 460). In my study, 
this was usually nervous laughter, which occurred particularly frequently at the 
beginning of the interview, or right after I had asked a question, as in example 
10.8: 
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Example 10.8: Robert (English-Irish, 20) and Stephanie (Swiss, 24) 


Silja: how did the two of you “meet / 
Stephanie: we <:-) “YOU @ :-)> //- 
eleaeee | 
Robert: [eeee] 
<p<:-) NO go ahead .-)>p> \\ 
Stephanie: = <pcui<:-) NO "YOU :-)>HI>P> /\~ 
Robert: <p<:-) but you're “better <mo at it tos:-)>p>_ (1-5) 


The extract above shows the very first question of the interview; the negotiation 
between the partners about who should start speaking indicates that they were 
still feeling somewhat uncomfortable or reserved. 

Finally, there were also instances in which laughter was triggered jointly by 
the couple, or in which it was not clear whose utterance provoked laughter. 
A joint trigger can be seen in example 10.9, in which Susanne is telling the 
story of how she met her parents-in-law. Due to his clothes, she mistook her 
future father-in-law for a handyman, and thought that a bank manager who 
was present was David’s father: 


Example 10.9: David (English, 32) and Susanne (Swiss, 29) 
1234 Susanne: <p (David's father was wearing) a “blue: pe» _ 
<pp “overall so I thought pr _ 
<pp Maybe he was “just pps _ 
<p in the <ro<cre “kitchen: anid crx>to>p> _ 
. [the <<a “plumber maybe es1o> eee] // 


1235 David: il<ar but “that’d be my “da:d ur eee] \\~ 

1236 Susanne: 2l<e SO < that was his p> *da:d a] \\ 

1237 David: 2leeee] 

1238 Silja: 2[oh «ur “really ur] \ 

1239 Susanne: 3[<:-) and the <q; other one was the i “bank .-)>] \\ 

1240 David: 3lecee] 

1241 Susanne: al<e “bank guy e eeel \ 

1242 David: alce yeah the other one was the “bank manager eœ] (1234-1242) 


Susanne introduces the story and builds up towards the punchline (i.e. mistaking 
the father for a plumber), yet David interjects and delivers the main punchline 
for her, which she then repeats after him. Subsequently, Susanne relates another 
part of the anecdote (i.e. mistaking the bank manager for his father), which 
her husband repeats after her. Due to the partners’ joint story-telling, most 
of their laughter cannot be attributed to either of the partners with certainty. 
Laughter provoked by joint or ambiguous triggers was relatively rare, and only 
40 of all instances of laughter (1.9%) were assigned to this category. Of these, 
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31 were triggered jointly or by either of the speakers, and another 9 were due 
to misunderstandings or conversational breakdowns (e.g. interruptions). While 
joint triggers were infrequent, there were relatively frequent occurrences of 
several laughables being produced successively by the partners. 


10.3.3 Distribution of trigger types among the couples 


In the previous section, I examined the average distribution of different triggers 
for laughter among all interviewees. In the following, I will turn my attention 
to the distribution of the main laughter triggers for each participant, so as to 
compare the distribution among each couple. Table 39 below summarises the 
percentage of laughter episodes provoked by each main trigger type for each 
speaker. 
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humorous laughter 44.1 42.9 64.5 57.6 70.4 67.1 65.9 71.4 44.3 69.4 71.2 56.9 70.1 75.4 58.8 56.9 79.8 73.8 57.1 62.3| 62.3 
positive context 119 16.1 32 65 54 77 66 78 19.6 7.1 0.0 14 75 62 14.3 14.6 21 14 54 87| 86 
negative context 30.5 25.9 21.0 20.1 7.9 12.6 14.3 11.7 23.7 11.8 16.9 19.4 14.9 12.3 92 97 74 7.6 19.6 13.0| 14.9 
uncomfortable laughter | 10.2 80 48 72 49 36 44 00 46 59 51 28 15 00 76 83 43 34 125 2.9) 51 
other 3.4 71 65 86 113 90 88 91 78 5.9 68 194 60 62 101 104 64 138 5.4 13.0) 9.1 


Table 39: Distribution of laughter triggers for each participant (% of all laughter episodes 
of each participant) 
Key: bold = in text. 


As can be seen in Table 39, there are considerable similarities in the distribu- 
tion of laughter triggers among the interviewees. For all of them, humorous 
comments were the most frequent trigger for laughter, and for all but two, 
Joshua ; and Deborah sg, laughter in a negative context was more common 
than in a positive context. Moreover, it appears that the partners resemble each 
other in their relative distribution of laughter among the categories. To give 
some examples: Robert ; and Stephanie sg both have a relatively low percentage 
of humorous instances of laughter (44.1% and 42.9%, compared to 62.3% on 
average), but high percentages in the positive (11.9% and 16.1%, compared to 
8.6% on average) and negative context (30.5% and 25.9%, compared to 14.9% on 
average). In contrast, Craig „ and Katia s, both have a very high percentage 
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of humorous laughter (79.8% and 73.8%), but low percentages both for positive 
(2.1% and 1.4%) and negative statements (7.4% and 7.6%). What is apparent in 
the case of Joshua ; and Deborah gq is that both of them used laughter to frame 
positive statements very frequently (14.3% and 14.6%, compared to 8.6% on 
average). Only one couple — Richard p and Sophia sg — differed considerably in 
their distribution of laughter triggers. Richard used laughter to frame positive 
and negative statements much more frequently than his partner did (19.6% and 
23.7%, compared to 7.1% and 11.8%). As Richard laughed far more often than his 
partner during the interview, the difference is even more marked when absolute 
numbers are considered (43 [19 + 24] and 52 [17 + 35] instances, vs. 6 [3 + 3] 
and 10 [6 + 4] instances; see Table 38 in section 10.3.2.1, “Overview of laughter 
triggers”). 

The similarities between the partners with regard to laughter triggers could 
be due to a number of reasons. On the one hand, the fact that the partners were 
participating in the same conversation may be relevant, as it is possible that, for 
instance, more humorous statements were made during some of the interviews, 
while negative topics were discussed more extensively during others. On the 
other hand, it is conceivable that partners tend to laugh in response to similar 
triggers, either because they have a similar sense of humour, or because they 
have assimilated their laughing behaviour to each other over time. 


10.3.4 Use of laughing and smiling voice quality 


In addition to the triggering of laughter and the frequency of laughter, I am 
also interested in the couples’ use of laughing and smiling voice quality. Since 
the interviews were not recorded visually, smiling itself was disregarded, but 
smiling voice quality was nevertheless considered. Table 40 below gives an 
overview of the interviewees’ use of laughing voice quality (_@.) and smiling 
voice quality (...,.) during the interviews. Voice quality was indicated for each 
intonation unit (rather than for each turn or word) in the transcripts. Thus, I 
was able to calculate the percentage of intonation units which were spoken with 
a laughing or smiling voice. 
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Claire (Northern Irish, 26) 
Simon (Swiss, 34) 


Sophia (Swiss, 31) 
average 


Robert (English-Irish, 20) 
Stephanie (swiss, 24 
Tim (Australian, 29) 


IUs 2199 1483 2145 2483 1611 1944 1374 1187 1083 926 1769 1870 1731 1908 1393 389 1813 1654 974 1386| 1566.1 


<@> 35 33 73 148 172 26 15 36 37 37 2 24 33 22 18 39 58 23 40| 472 
% TUs 10 37 15 29 92 88 19 13 33 40 21 17 14 17 16 46 22 35 24 29 3.1 


<:-)> 348 182 74 333 94 221 171 94 154 89 91 58 123 114 202 26 94 99 85 107| 138.0 


% IUs 15.8 123 34 134 58 11.4 12.4 7.9 142 96 51 31 71 60 145 67 52 60 87 77 8.8 


Table 40: Use of laughing and smiling voice quality for each participant 
Key: IUs = intonation units; <@> laughing voice quality; <:-)> smiling voice quality; bold 


= in text. 


Table 40 demonstrates that the interviewees differed greatly in their use of smiling 
and laughing voice quality. On average, they spoke with a laughing voice quality 
in 47.2 (or 3.1%) of their intonation units, with a standard deviation of 40.22. To 
some extent, this high standard deviation can be attributed to one couple, David p 
and Susanne sg, who used laughing voice quality particularly frequently (148 and 
172 times, which correlates to 9.2% and 8.8% of their intonations units). In contrast, 
only 1.0% to 4.6% of the other participants’ speech was accompanied by laughing 
voice quality. While there was great variance overall, most interviewees tended 
to use laughing voice quality to a similar extent as their partner; on average, the 
difference between the partners in the amount of speech with laughing voice 
quality is only 1.13 percentage points (o = 2.20). Another aspect that becomes 
apparent is that the person who laughed the least during the interviews (Robert ,) 
also used the least laughing voice quality, while the couple who laughed the most 
(David/Susanne) used it the most. This could suggest that laughing voice quality 
tends to function more often as a gateway to actual laughter (as in example 10.9 
above), rather than a substitute for laughter. 

Smiling voice quality was more frequent than laughing voice quality; it was used 
almost three times as often. The variation among the participants’ use was rather 
high as well, with an average of 138.0 instances per person, and a standard deviation 
of o = 82.33. The difference in the partners’ use of smiling voice quality was greater 
than in their use of laughing voice quality, and there appears to be little assimilation 
in this regard. On average, 8.8% of the participants’ speech was accompanied by 
smiling voice quality, and the partners differed 4.09 percentage points from one 
another (o = 3.79). Moreover, there seems to be no positive correlation between 
the interviewees’ use of smiling voice quality and how much they laughed, or used 
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laughing voice quality. On the contrary: The speakers with the highest percentages 
of smiling voice quality (Robert ,, Richard ;, Joshua ;) did not use much laughing 
voice quality. Robert, who laughed and used laughing voice quality the least, 
accompanied the highest percentage of intonation units with smiling voice quality. 
These results suggest that smiling voice quality functions very differently from 
laughing voice quality. The latter appears to be connected to laughter, as people 
who laugh a lot also use more laughing voice quality. In contrast, smiling voice 
quality does not seem to be directly linked to laughter, but rather seems to be used 
independently of it, or even to replace laughter. Moreover, it appears to be less 
“infectious” than laughter or laughing voice quality, resulting in less assimilation 
between the partners. 


10.3.5 Topics provoking laughter 


In addition to the broad triggers discussed so far — humorous, positive and 
negative utterances — I want to examine what topics caused laughter among 
the couples. An overview of the topics which triggered laughter, as well as 
the number of instances of laughter each topic triggered, is presented in Table 
40 below. Because the interviews were semi-structured, and many topics were 
pre-set, the topics which the couples laughed about during the interviews 
may not reflect precisely what they laugh about when they are on their own. 
Nonetheless, it gives some indication of the kinds of topics they find funny. 
Moreover, the analysis can show us differences in what speakers of different 
genders and mother tongues consider amusing. 

In the humorous context, I distinguished 19 different topics that made the 
interviewees laugh. Most instances of laughter in this category were produced 
accompanying or following humorous comments about cultural or linguistic 
differences and stereotypes (147 [91 self-triggered and 56 partner-triggered] of 1137 
instances of humorous laughter, 12.9%). Almost as much laughter was triggered 
by humorous remarks about conflicts or difficulties (131 [75 self and 56 partner], 
11.5%). Humorous statements about their relationship and their past were also 
frequent (100 [64 self and 36 partner], 8.8%), as well as the topic oftheir relationship 
language, wordplays, and invented or misused words (95 [56 self and 39 partner], 
8.4%; see also section 10.4.4, “Playful language in bilingual couple talk”). Similarly 
frequent was humorous laughter about oneself (98 [57 self and 41 partner], 8.6%) 
and one’s partner (73 [51 self and 22 partner], 6.4%). Thus, more than half of the 
humorous laughter in the interviews (56.7%) was triggered by these six topics. 
These findings indicate that, for the couples, their bilingual, bicultural situation is 
a source of humour, even when it comes to conflicts resulting from it. Moreover, 
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it is worth noting that, while there were fewer instances of laughter triggered by 
humorous statements made by their partners than by the laughers themselves (448 
[38.4%] vs. 689 [60.6%]), the distribution among the topics is very similar in both 


cases. 


total self-triggered laughter 1001 | total partner-triggered laughter 800 
self — humorous triggers 689 | partner — humorous triggers 448 
alcohol / drinking 8 | alcohol / drinking 4 
laughing about both of them 10 | laughing about of both of them 7 
complimenting him-/herself / own superi- 22 complimenting him-/herself / own superi- 11 
ority / advantage ority / advantage 

joking/laughing about him-/herself (-) 57 aa joking/laughing about him-/herself 22 
funny story about him-/herself (+) 7 | partner telling funny story him-/herself (+) 16 
joking/laughing about partner (-) 51 | partner joking/laughing about laugher (-) 41 
funny story about partner (+) 10 | partner telling funny story about laugher (+) 6 
joking/laughing about outsider 37 | joking/laughing about outsider 13 
funny past situation / event / anecdote 12 | funny past situation / event / anecdote 11 
attraction 26 | attraction 25 
relationship / past / first meeting 64 | relationship / past / first meeting 36 
cultural / linguistic differences / stereotypes 91 ee / linguistic differences / stereo- 56 
gender / character differences 5 | gender / character differences 3 
word play / invented / misused word / couple 56 | word play / invented / misused word / 39 
lg / mixing couple lg / mixing 

funny phrasing / choice of words / imitating 23 ee phrasing / choice of words / imi- 26 
taboo / swearwords 26 | taboo / swearwords 13 
interview situation 41 | interview situation 25 
conflict / difficulties 75 | conflict / difficulties 56 
anticipating own laughable (anecdote) 3 | anticipating partner laughable (anecdote) 6 
other laughable (no clear category) 65 | other laughable (no clear category) 32 
self — framing positive statement 85 | partner — framing positive statement 101 
positive statement about him-/herself / own 3 | partner pos. statement about him-/herself / 30 
language / culture own lg / culture 

couple language / bilingualism 5 | couple language / bilingualism 4 


10.3 Humour and laughter during the interviews 353 
relationship 36 | relationship 32 
partner / partner’s family / language / culture 28 oe / laugher’s family / language / cul- 29 
general positive statement / event / happiness 13 general positive statement / event / happi- 6 
self — framing negative statement 163 | partner — framing negative statement 158 
uncomfortable / personal topic 19 | uncomfortable / personal topic 13 
conflict / negative event / issue 44 | conflict / negative event / issue 38 
disagreement / objection / order 27 | partner’s disagreement / objection / order 13 
defending oneself 10 | partner defending him-/herself 6 
criticism of him-/herself / own language / cul- g | Partner negative statement about him-/ her- 5 
ture self 
direct criticism of partner 11 | direct criticism of partner 24 
indirect / mitigated criticism / negative state- 18 indirect / mitigated criticism / negative 32 
ment statement 
laughter preceding criticism / negative state- 5 laugher anticipating criticism or neg. state- 14 
ment ment 
anticipating partner’s criticism (asking) 2 on resolution / relief / playing down 13 
conflict resolution / relief / playing down issue 18 | partner — neutral / unclear 82 
self — unclear / neutral 64 | language use - neutral 13 
language use - neutral 10 | cultural differences - neutral 9 
cultural differences - neutral 1 | unclear / neutral 60 
unclear / neutral 53 | partner — involuntary humour 11 
interview / situation 318 | involuntary partner laughable / general 6 
interviewer laughable (humorous) 171 involuntary partner laughable / mispro- 5 

nunciation 
interview situation / uncomfortable topic / 110 | both / either 40 
question 
funny / positive interview topic 37 | joint trigger / either 31 
misunderstanding / conversational break- 9 
down 
total (all categories) 2159 


Table 41: Overview of laughter triggers according to content and speaker 


Key: bold = in text. 
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In terms of positive statements that were accompanied or followed by laughter, 
the most frequent ones concerned the bilinguals’ relationship (68 [36 self and 32 
partner] of 186 instances, 36.6%) and the laughers’ partner, family, or culture (57 
[28 self and 29 partner], 30.6%). In these situations, the interviewees might have 
been accentuating their positive feelings by laughing, or might have laughed 
because they perceived the topic to be awkward or very personal. Interestingly, 
positive statements about the speakers’ own language or culture triggered 
laughter in their partners far more often (30 of 101 [partner-triggered] instances, 
29.7%) than in the speakers themselves (3 of 85 [self-triggered] instances, 3.5%). 
Possible explanations for this are that the listeners did not agree with the 
positive assessment (but chose not to mention this explicitly), that they viewed 
it as indirect criticism of their own language or culture, or that the listeners 
simply wanted to display positive feelings or agreement with their partner’s 
statement. 

As I mentioned earlier, laughter accompanying negative statements was 
overall more frequent than laughter accompanying positive statements. Most 
commonly, the interviewees laughed when either of them referred to conflicts 
or negative events in the past (82 [44 self and 38 partner] of 321 instances, 
25.5%). This was followed by general negative statements and indirect or 
mitigated criticism (50 [18 self and 32 partner], 15.6%) and laughter about 
disagreement, objections or commands which occurred during the interviews 
(40 [27 self and 13 partner], 12.5%). In contrast to most of the topics discussed 
so far, there were substantial differences in the interviewees’ responses to 
their own negative statements and to those made by their partner. On the one 
hand, the interviewees were more likely to frame their own disagreement or 
objections with laughter than to laugh in response to their partner’s (27 vs. 
13 instances); in these situations, the use of laughter may have mitigated the 
force of a potentially face-threatening act. On the other hand, the interviewees 
were more likely to laugh when criticism was directed at them than when 
they voiced criticism about their partner. This was the case for all types of 
criticism, i.e. direct criticism (24 vs. 11 instances), indirect/mitigated criticism 
(32 vs. 18) and anticipated criticism (14 vs. 5). In these situations, the bilinguals 
may have laughed because they were feeling (consciously or subconsciously) 
uncomfortable or embarrassed in some way; potentially, such emotions are felt 
more strongly by the recipients of criticism, which might explain the fact that 
they laughed more frequently. 
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10.3.6 Laughter and gender 


Because laughter and its triggers have often been deemed to be gendered, 
I want to investigate if there are any gender patterns in the interviewees’ 
laughing behaviour. Previous research tends to suggest that women produce 
fewer laughables than men, that they laugh more than men in mixed-gender 
interactions, that they laugh more at men’s laughables than the reverse, and that 
men and women may have different humour styles (see section 10.2, “Previous 
work on laughter and humour’). In the following, I will examine the genders’ 
laughing behaviour during the interviews, bearing in mind these observations. 
In addition, I will also discuss the genders’ use of smiling and laughing voice 
quality, as well as their use of laughter to frame humorous and non-humorous 
statements. I will look at the overall numbers for both genders, and compare 
them with the numbers for each combination of gender and mother tongue.‘ 


10.3.6.1 Frequency of laughter among the genders 

Table 42 below lists the gender distribution with regard to laughter pulses, ep- 
isodes of laughter, and length of laughter episodes. Additionally, the bilinguals’ 
laughter was put in relation to the average duration of the interviews. 


SG SG E E average average 

female male female male female male 

interview duration (min) 69.5 62.8 62.8 69.5 67.5 67.5 
words (total) 4779.9 5158.0 4772.3 5689.1 4777.6 5529.8 
laughter pulses @ 674.1 301.3 320.3 496.9 568.0 438.2 
@ per minute 9.70 4.79 5.10 7.15 8.41 6.49 
laughter episodes 130.3 72.7 68.7 117.6 111.8 104.1 
laughter episodes per minute 1.87 1.16 1.09 1.69 1.66 1.54 
@ per episode 5.17 4.15 4.67 4.23 5.08 4.21 


Table 42: Number of laughter pulses and laughter sequences for each gender and each 
combination of language and gender (average per person) 
Key: SG = Swiss German; E = English; @ = laughter pulse; bold = in text. 


4 The interaction between the factors of gender and mother tongue in the bilinguals’ 
laughing behaviour has been examined more closely elsewhere, and compared with 
gender patterns that are commonly observed in laughter (Ang-Tschachtli, 2021). 
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Table 42 indicates that the female participants produced more laughter pulses 
than the male participants (568.0 vs. 438.2 on average), and the tendency 
for the female speakers to laugh more than the male speakers is also visible 
when the factor of their mother tongues is considered (as Swiss German 
and English-speaking females laughed more than their respective partners, 
producing 674.1 vs. 496.9 and 320.3 vs. 301.3 laughter pulses). This means that 
the female participants laughed 29.6% longer than the male participants. These 
findings provide support for the observation that women tend to laugh more 
than men in mixed-gender interactions. The difference between the genders is 
even more marked when the ratio of laughter to words is considered, as the male 
interviewees spoke more overall, but laughed less than the female interviewees. 

In contrast, the difference in the number of laughter episodes produced by 
both genders was not as marked, as women only laughed 7.4% more frequently 
than men (111.8 vs. 104.1 episodes of laughter), and this tendency was not 
visible in the four groups considering their mother tongue. While women may 
only have laughed on slightly more occasions, though, they laughed longer 
than men on each occasion. On average, each episode of laughter lasted 5.08 
pulses for female participants, compared to 4.21 for male participants. This 
tendency remains the same in the two couple combinations, as the Swiss and the 
Anglophone women’s laughter episodes were longer than their partners’ (5.17 
vs. 4.23, and 4.67 vs. 4.15). As a matter of fact, the women’s laughter episodes 
were longer than their partners’ for every single couple (see Table 37 in section 
10.3.1, “Frequency of laughter during the interviews’). 

Another aspect that becomes apparent in Table 42 is that the laughing 
behaviour of the two couple combinations differs considerably. On average, 
the Swiss German-speaking females and the English-speaking males laughed 
far more frequently than the other two groups (130.3 and 117.6 vs. 68.7 and 
72.7 laughter episodes). Interestingly, this pattern is not just visible in the 
total number of laughter episodes, but also in the three main subcategories 
(humorous, positive, and negative triggers; see Table 44 in section 10.3.6.3, 
“Humorous laughter triggers”). Indeed, across all subcategories, there is a trend 
for the Swiss German-speaking females and the English-speaking males to rank 
higher than the other speakers. It seems that, on average, both partners in 
these relationships laughed more readily than the other couples, about both 
humorous and non-humorous topics, as well as about interviewer laughables. 
This demonstrates that the factors of gender and mother tongue may be 
interlinked in determining laughing behaviour, and it also highlights that the 
mood of the conversation and the relationship between the speakers have a 
great influence on their laughing behaviour. 
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10.3.6.2 The genders’ use of laughing and smiling voice quality 
Table 43 below lists the gender distribution with regard to laughing and smiling 


voice quality, both as average numbers, and as a percentage of all intonation 
units for each group. 


SG SG E E average average 

female male female male female male 

intonation units 1541.0 1481.0 1372.3 1710.7 1490.4 1641.8 
<@> voice quality 63.7 29.0 28.7 46.4 53.2 41.2 
% of intonation units 4.1 2.0 2.1 2.7 3.6 2.5 
<:-)> voice quality 152.0 86.3 115.7 155.6 141.1 134.8 
% of intonation units 9.9 5.8 8.4 9.1 9.5 8.2 


Table 43: Use of laughing and smiling voice quality for each gender and each combination 
of language and gender (average per person and % of intonation units) 
Key: SG = Swiss German; E = English; <@> laughing; <:-)> smiling; bold = in text. 


As can be seen in Table 43, the interviewees’ use of smiling and laughing voice 
quality is distributed across the genders in a similar manner as their laughing 
behaviour. On average, the female participants used more laughing voice quality 
(3.6% vs. 2.5% of their intonation units) as well as smiling voice quality (9.5% 
vs. 8.2%) than the male participants. In both couple combinations, moreover, 
the female speakers framed a larger percentage of their intonation units with 
laughing voice quality (4.1% vs. 2.7%, and 2.1% vs. 2.0%) and smiling voice quality 
(9.9% vs. 9.1%, and 8.4% vs 5.8%) than their partners did. This indicates that 
gender may play an important role in the use of smiling and laughing voice 
quality, and that it outweighs the influence of a bilingual’s mother tongue. It also 
becomes evident that the couples consisting of a male Swiss and a female English 
speaker used less smiling and laughing voice quality than the other couples, 
which is congruent with their laughing behaviour during the interviews, and 
suggests that, like their laughing behaviour, their use of voice quality may also 
be shaped by the flow or ‘key’ of the conversation and the relationship between 
the speakers. 


10.3.6.3 Humorous laughter triggers 

A closer look at which speaker and what type of trigger provoked laughter 
can provide additional insights into the genders’ laughing behaviour. In the 
following, I will therefore consider the number of humorous laughables (“self 
humorous” and “partner humorous”) that triggered laughter for both genders, 
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before discussing non-humorous laughter triggers. Table 44 gives an overview 
of the distribution of laughter triggers among both genders, as well as among the 
groups including the factor of their mother tongues. In addition, the numbers 
are indicated as percentages of all laughter episodes of each group. 


SGf % SGm % Ef % Em % | avgf % % 


humorous | 37.4 28.7 23.3 32.0 28.7 41.7 38.7 33.0 34.8 31.1 34.1 32.8 


pos state- | 43 33 17 23 17 25 64 55) 35 31 50 48 
ment 

self neg state- 
8 10.9 8.4 47 65 57 83 80 68| 93 83 70 67 
ment 
neutral / 30.23 53 73 20 29 30 26 27 24 3.7 3.6 
unclear 


humorous | 29.4 22.6 20.0 275 117 17.0 210 17.9 24.1 21.6 20.7 19.9 


A 10 08 00 00 00 00 06 05| 07 06 04 04 
partner pos state- | 67 51 27 37 13 19 60 51| 51 46 50 48 
are rate 74 57 60 83 57 83 101 86| 69 62 89 85 
A 57 44 30 41 17 25 40 34| 45 40 37 36 


humorous 151 11.6 3.0 41 43 63 11.4 9.7 11.9 10.6 8.9 8.5 


inter- 

view situation/ | 79 54 13 18 47 68 61 52) 63 56 47 45 
uncomf. 
both / ei- 

s/P ther 23 18 17 23 13 19 21 18 20 18 20 19 

total laughter | 139.2 100.0 72.7 100.0 68.8 100.0 1174 100.0| 111.8 100.0 104.1 100.0 
episodes 


Table 44: Laughter triggers for each gender and each combination oflanguage and gender 
(absolute numbers and % distribution) 

Key: pos = positive; neg = negative; s / p = self and/or partner; f = female; m = male; E = 
English; SG = Swiss German; bold = in text. 


Table 44 indicates that the distribution of the laughter triggers is similar among 
the genders. This may not come as a surprise, as the individual couples tend 
to show a relatively similar distribution of laughter triggers (see section 10.3.3, 
“Distribution of trigger types among the couples”). For both genders, and the 
four groups including the variable of the bilinguals’ mother tongue, humorous 
triggers comprised the largest percentage of laughter triggers in all three 
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categories (self, partner, and interviewer), while negative statements ranked 
second and positive statements third. 

Self-triggered humorous statements were the most frequent stimulus for 
laughter for both genders and for all groups including the variable of the 
participants’ mother tongue, triggering almost a third of the women’s (31.1%) 
and men’s (32.8%) laughter episodes. The male participants framed a slightly 
higher percentage of their own humorous laughables with laughter, yet in 
absolute numbers, the female interviewees laughed slightly more often about 
their own humorous laughables than the male interviewees did (34.8 vs. 34.1 
instances on average). Moreover, no clear gender trend is visible with regard 
to humorous self-triggers in the individual groups including the variable ofthe 
bilinguals’ mother tongue. In line with their overall laughing behaviour (see sec- 
tion 10.3.6.1, “Frequency of laughter among the genders”), the English-speaking 
women and Swiss men laughed far less frequently about their own humorous 
utterances (28.7 and 23.3 instances) than the Swiss women and English-speaking 
men (37.4 and 38.7 instances). 

While gender does not appear to have a great influence on the extent to 
which the participants framed their own humorous statements with laughter, 
there could still be differences in the genders’ response to humorous comments 
by their partners. Indeed, the overall numbers (Table 44) suggest that men’s 
humorous laughables were more successful in provoking laughter in their 
partner than the reverse (24.1 vs. 20.7 instances on average), which seems to lend 
some support to the common observation that men laugh less at women’s jokes 
than reverse (Jefferson 2004). However, if the individual groups are considered, 
it also becomes apparent that other factors such as the key of the conversation 
or the participants’ mother tongue (see section 10.3.7, “Laughter and mother 
tongue”) may be more influential than gender in this particular case, as the Swiss 
women laughed more frequently at their partners’ humorous statements (29.4 
vs. 21.0 instances), while Anglophone women laughed considerably less about 
their partners than the reverse (11.7 vs. 20.0 instances). The individual groups 
hence do not follow the expected gender patterns. 

If the bilinguals’ laughing behaviour is used to try to determine which gender 
produced more (successful) humorous statements, it should be borne in mind 
that neither laughter about one’s own laughables, nor about one’s partner’s, 
is a clear indicator of the production of laughables; laughter may not coincide 
exactly with humorous statements, nor does it reveal a great extent about the 
level of funniness of a laughable. Thus, a person does not necessarily laugh 
about everything that he or she finds funny, and laughter may be dependent 
not only on the funniness of a laughable, but also on the individual’s inclination 
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to laugh. In this setting, it seems that women were generally more responsive 
to humour, as — in absolute numbers — they laughed more overall (111.8 vs. 
104.1 instances on average), and they also laughed more frequently about their 
own, their partner’s, and the interviewer’s (11.9 vs. 8.9) humorous statements. 
Consequently, it cannot be determined which gender produceda greater number 


of laughables. 


10.3.6.4 Positive and negative laughter triggers 

There are a few aspects that become apparent with respect to the genders’ 
use of laughter in a non-humorous content (see Table 44 in the previous 
section). First, the male participants laughed more frequently about positive 
statements than the female speakers did (on average 10.0 [5.0 self + 5.0 partner] 
vs. 8.6 [3.5 self + 5.1 partner] instances). This difference can be attributed 
to a tendency for male speakers to frame their own positive statements 
with laughter more frequently than for female speakers (on average 5.0 
vs. 3.5 instances). Secondly, female speakers accompanied a greater number 
of their own negative statements with laughter than the male speaker did 
(9.3 vs. 7.0 instances), and male speakers laughed more frequently about 
negative statements by their partner than female speakers did (8.9 vs. 6.9 
instances); of course, the second tendency may be a consequence ofthe former. 
Thirdly, it is notable that the couples consisting of a Swiss female and an 
English-speaking male, who laughed more in a humorous context (see section 
10.3.6.1, “Frequency of laughter among the genders”), also laughed more in 
a non-humorous context than the other couples. Indeed, they laughed more 
frequently in all non-humorous categories for which a clear trigger could be 
determined. In the case of the participants in this study, their laughter caused 
by non-humorous triggers thus correlated with the occurrence of humorous 
laughter. These findings underline the importance of taking the context into 
consideration when one studies the genders’ laughing behaviour. 


10.3.7 Laughter and mother tongue 


The last aspect I intend to examine in the participants’ laughing behaviour is the 
role of their respective mother tongues. This factor can be expected to influence 
their laughing behaviour for two reasons. First, their laughing behaviour may 
be determined by their culture to some extent, as it is, for instance, possible that 
it is more common among the speakers of one of the languages to laugh about 
themselves, or to laugh about non-humorous triggers. Second, the fact that one 
of the partners is a native speaker of the couple language, while the other is 
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not, might influence the number of laughables they produce, and how many of 
these succeed in triggering laughter. It is to be expected that the native speaker 
produces more laughables, and that the non-native speaker laughs more at the 
native speaker’s laughables than the reverse. 


10.3.7.1 Frequency of laughter and use of laughing and smiling voice 
quality 

Table 45 below displays the number of laughter pulses, episodes of laughter, as 

well as laughing and smiling voice quality used by the speakers of both mother 

tongues. In addition, laughter is indicated per minute of interview time, and 

voice quality is indicated as a percentage of all intonation units. 


SG SG E E average average 

female male female male SG E 

interview duration (min) 69.5 62.8 62.8 69.5 67.5 67.5 
intonation units 1541 1481 1372.3 1710.7 1641.8 1490.4 
laughter pulses @ 674.1 301.3 320.3 496.9 562.3 443.9 
@ per minute 9.70 4.79 5.10 7.15 8.33 6.58 
laughter episodes 130.3 72.7 68.7 117.6 113.0 102.9 
laughter episodes per minute 1.87 1.16 1.09 1.69 1.67 1.52 
@ per episode 5.17 4.15 4.67 4.23 4.98 4.31 
<@> laughing voice quality 63.7 29.0 28.7 46.4 53.3 41.1 
% of intonation units 4.1 2.0 2.1 2.7 3.5 2.6 
<:-)> smiling voice quality 152.0 86.3 115.7 155.6 132.3 143.6 
% of intonation units 9.9 5.8 8.4 9.1 8.7 8.9 


Table 45: Use of laughter, laughing and smiling voice quality for each mother tongue and 
each combination of language and gender (average per person and % of intonation units) 
Key: SG = Swiss German; E = English; IUs = intonation units; @ = laughter pulse; bold 


= in text. 


The table demonstrates that the factor of the participants’ mother tongues has an 
impact on the frequency of their laughter as well as on their use of laughing and 
smiling voice quality. Thus, the Anglophone participants laughed considerably 
less extensively than the Swiss participants, both in terms of the number of 
pulses of laughter (443.9 vs. 562.3, or 6.48 vs. 8.33 per minute), and their number 
of laughter episodes (102.9 vs. 113.0 instances, or 1.52 vs. 1.67). A comparison 
of the individual groups indicates that the Swiss participants in each couple 
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combination produced more laughter episodes (130.3 vs. 117.6, and 72.7 vs. 
68.7), but gender appears to have a greater impact than linguistic background 
when it comes to the number of laughter pulses (674.1 vs. 496.9, and 301.3 vs. 
320.3). Overall, the native English speakers also used laughing voice quality less 
frequently than the Swiss (on average in 2.6% vs. 3.5% of their intonation units). 
However, they used smiling voice quality similarly frequently (in 8.9% vs. 8.7% of 
their intonation units). The reason for these differences is difficult to determine, 
given the variety of triggers and contexts for laughter that have been observed. 
The observation previously made — that laughing voice quality correlates with 
laughter, while smiling voice quality does not — still holds. 


10.3.7.2 Laughter triggers 

The participants’ mother tongues did not only have an influence on the 
frequency of their laughter, but also on what triggered their laughter. Table 46 
below gives an overview of the average number of laughter triggers for speakers 
of both mother tongues, as well as for all combinations of mother tongue and 
gender. In addition, the numbers are indicated as percentages of all laughter 
episodes of each group. 


SSf % SGm % Ef % Em a| %8 % avgE % 


humorous 374 28.7 23.3 32.0 28.7 41.7 387 33.0 33.2 29.4 35.7 34.7 


pos state- 43 33 17 23 17 25 64 55| 35 31 50 49 
ment 

self ti 
neg State 10.9 84 47 65 57 83 80 68 908.0 73 7 
ment 
neutral / 30 23 53 73 20 29 30 26 3733 27 2.6 
unclear 


humorous 29.4 22.6 20.0 275 117 17.0 21.0 17.9 26.6 23.5 18.2 17.7 


- 10 08 0 00 000 06 05 07 06 04 04 
pos state- 


partner ment 6.7 5.1 2.7 37 13 1.9 6.0 5.1 5.5 4.9 4.6 4.5 


neg state- 74 57 60 83 57 83 101 86) 70 62 88 86 
ment 


neutral / 


5.7 44 3.0 41 1.7. 2:5 4.0 3.4 4.9 4.3 3:3 3.2 
unclear 
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in.  bumorous | 15.1 11.6 30 41 43 63 14 97| 15 102 93 9.0 
ter- ituation / 
view Situation 70 54 13 18 47 68 61 52 53 47 57 55 
uncomf. 
both / ei- 
s/P aher 23 18 17 93.13. 398.81 18 21 19 19 18 
total laughter 130.2 100 72.7 100 688 100 1174 100 | 113.0 100 102.9 100 
episodes 


Table 46: Laughter triggers for each mother tongue and each combination of language 
and gender (absolute numbers and % distribution) 

Key: pos = positive; neg = negative; s / p = self and/or partner; f = female; m = male; E = 
English; SG = Swiss German; bold = in text. 


Table 46 reveals that the overall distribution of the laughter triggers is relatively 
similar between speakers of both mother tongues and that the two groups 
primarily differ in their response to their partners’ humorous comments. The 
Swiss German speakers laughed far more often about humorous comments 
by their partner than the reverse (26.6 vs. 18.2 instances on average). This is 
also the case in both couple combinations, as the Anglophone partners laughed 
considerably less frequently about their partners’ humorous comments than 
their partners did about theirs (11.7 vs. 20.0, and 21.0 vs 29.4 instances). 

When it comes to laughing about their own humorous comments, the 
difference between the speakers of both mother tongues is not quite as marked, 
but the trend is similar. Thus, the native English speakers laughed about their 
own humorous comments slightly more frequently than the speakers of Swiss 
German did (35.7 vs. 33.2 instances on average), which was also the case for 
the individual groups (28.7 vs. 23.3, and 38.7 vs. 37.4 instances on average). 
In both couple combinations, it was hence the native speaker of English — 
regardless of gender — who framed slightly more of their own laughables with 
laughter, and triggered more laughter in his or her partner (both in absolute 
terms and relative to all of their laughter episodes). This suggests that the native 
speakers produced more laughables, or at the very least more successful ones, 
and that the bilinguals’ mother tongues, the couple relationship and the key of 
the conversation may play a more important role than gender in the production 
of and response to laughables. 

One reason for this might be that the English speakers, having more linguistic 
resources at their disposal, were able to produce laughables in their mother 
tongue that are funnier than those of non-native speakers, or that the former are 
simply funnier than the latter. Another reason may be that the Swiss participants 
are more accustomed to Anglophone humour and therefore understand their 
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partner better than their partner understands them, yet they may not be able 
(or may not want to) reproduce this type of humour themselves. It is also 
conceivable that the Swiss German speakers were more inclined to respond to 
someone else’s humorous comments with laughter than the English speakers. 
The fact that the Swiss participants laughed more about the (Swiss) interviewer’s 
laughables than the English speakers (11.5 vs. 9.3 instances on average) would 
support either of the last two hypotheses. 


10.4 The couples’ reports on humour in bicultural, bilingual 
relationships 


In this final section of the analysis, I will discuss the couples’ thoughts on 
humour and laughter in their relationships. The discussion includes their assess- 
ments of who is funnier, challenges with regard to expressing and understanding 
humour in a bilingual, bicultural relationship, as well as particularities of their 


couple humour. 


10.4.1 Perception of each other’s sense of humour 


To explore the topic of couple humour, as well as the partners’ perceptions 
of each other’s funniness, the couples were asked which of them is funnier, 
and what they laugh about as a couple. The first question aimed to engender a 
discussion between the partners, and to ascertain whether they considered the 
native speaker to be funnier than the non-native speaker, though I was aware 
that the element of gender might influence their judgement as well. An overview 


of their answers is provided in Table 47. 


= 
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P v a E A 5 © a g 2 2|3 
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28 g 3 es § a E35 & 3/2 ole Ele 
a A E & an Z 209 05° &E SS Aly oj |E 
self funnier x X X X/4 1/5 OF 5 
part. funnier x x x x 1 3/0 4|6 
equally funny xX X XXX X X X X X X 6 5]5 6]9 


Table 47: Perception of each other’s funniness 
Key: E = English; SG = Swiss German. 
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As can be seen in Table 47, the couples did not automatically name the native 
speaker ofthe couple language as the funnier partner; only three native speakers 
were thought to be funnier by both partners (Robert ;, David p, Dean p), versus 
one non-native speaker (Philipp so). Five of the couples agreed that they are both 
equally funny (Courtney/Martin, Sophia/Richard, Deborah/Joshua, Katia/Craig, 
Sarah/Tim). One couple could not agree on who is funnier (Claire/Simon). 
Surprisingly, the couples’ perceptions of who is funnier often do not correlate 
with the person who provoked more laughter during the interview. The couples’ 
responses also suggest that the influence of gender on perceived funniness may 
be at least as strong as the influence of native tongue or cultural background: 
In the case of four couples, the female partner named her partner as the funnier 
one (Stephanie sg, Susanne sg, Monika sg, Karen p); the partners usually did 
not object to this assessment. Moreover, five of the male interviewees consider 
themselves funnier (Robert ;, David ;, Simon sg, Dean p, Philipp sc). Only one 
male participant, Tim ,, first claimed that his partner was funnier than him; she 
in turn was surprised by this and contradicted him (“you can’t say [that]” [Sarah 
sc 2145]), and they ultimately agreed that they are both equally funny. 

In a number of instances, the couples not only chose the male partner as the 
funnier, they even raised the question of whether the female partner is funny 
at all. One partner, Richard ;, comments on this jokingly, saying that his wife is 
funny to him, yet that he does not know if other people share his opinion: 


Example 10.10:Richard (English, 29) and Sophia (Swiss, 31) 
Richard: <ppcer but you're still “funny sBRəPP> _ 
. <p<crk well to “me: crep /~ 
<p<:-)<was “M:::h wag>:-)>P> \\ ~ 
[eee <e “don’t know about e] _ 
Sophia: [eece] 
Richard: <e don’t know about “anyone else e \\ (1053-1055) 


Richard’s statement is difficult to interpret; his voice quality suggests that he 
is just teasing his wife. He could also be insinuating that he finds her funny 
because he loves her, for instance; yet if this is the case, it also means that he is 
limiting her funniness to his subjective view, rather than attributing a general 
funniness to her. 

The topic of the female partner’s inferior or lacking sense of humour also 
emerges in other conversations, and is propagated by both male and female 
participants. When asked who of them is funnier, Karen ,, for instance, claims 
that her husband “is probably funnier” than her (987), that she is “not very 
funny” (989) and that she “has to work on” being funnier (991). Her husband 
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does not object to any of her self-deprecating statements and simply chuckles 
in response. At a later point in the conversation, the couple agree that Karen’s 
allegedly inferior sense of humour is due to her upbringing, as she did not 
grow up being teased, for instance, and still does not appreciate it at all (unlike 
her husband; see section 10.4.2, “Challenges with regard to bilingual couple 
humour”). For Karen and Philipp, but also for Monika sg and Dean ;, the 
superiority of the male partner’s humour appears to be a fixed part of their 
couple discourse. Thus, Monika reports that her husband has told her that she 
is not funny in the past (“he actually says I’m not funny” [1320]), to which 
Dean responds with laughter, without explaining or mitigating his previous 
statement. Similarly, when Monika states that he is funnier than her, Dean 
simply laughs and then even assents to her view (“I won’t disagree” [1318]). 

The funniness of the female partner, or lack thereof, also causes disagreement 
between Simon sg and Claire ,. Claire thinks that she is funny, and enjoys 
laughing at her own jokes, yet her husband frequently does not respond with 
laughter: 


Example 10.11:Claire (Northern Irish, 28) and Simon (Swiss, 34) 
1824 Claire: = <e [<ur I am» laugh at my own] jeokes [aell the tieme] me /- 
1825 Simon: [<:-) o*ka:y :-)>] \ 


[ee <e I "know a>] w 


1826 Claire: [ee <a he “dogeesn’t e> eel 

1827 Silja: [eeaeee] 

1828 Claire: <nce<nt I n> think I’m hitlarious ew // 

1829 Simon: [<esur this is an ume] \ 

1830 Claire: [<pınw but probably #*he’s #more #funny wom] _  ((sic)) 

1832 Simon: ((#)) <:-)<p YOU <1o think your jokes are [hi*larious] o>p>:-)> \ 

1833 Claire: [eeace] 

1834 Simon: <:-)<p<to and most of the time [I’m like “yes] 10>»>:-)> _ 

is35 Claire: «<-)<p [and they're “stupid] [like but] p:-)>\ 

1836 Simon: <-)ceao [there's it’s] o’kay 
but LO>P>:-)> \\ 

1837 Silja: [eeeeeee] 

1838 Simon:  <:-)<ppcto it’s not as ı0> “funny as you think p»r>:-)> \\ (1824-1838) 


In this example, Simon is openly critical of his wife’s jokes, yet Claire does not 
contradict his assessment. While her first statements are lively, accompanied 
by laughing voice quality and a wide intonation contour (1824, 1828), her voice 
quality becomes softer over the course of the extract, as she concedes that her 
partner might be funnier (1830, -pm diminuendo) and that her jokes are “stupid” 
(1835, _p, soft). Simon joins in with a similar tone, in a low soft voice (1834), 
which becomes even softer (_pp.) as he claims that Claire’s jokes are “not as funny 
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as [she] think[s]” (1838). In addition, both partners are framing their statements 
with smiling voice quality, which might assist in reducing the potential for 
conflict of the subject. Interestingly, the couple only debate whether Claire is 
funny or not, while Simon’s sense of humour is never challenged. As a matter 
of fact, the funniness of the male partner was not questioned by any of the 
female bilinguals. It is also noteworthy that two of the four examples just 
mentioned include a female native speaker of English, which suggests that being 
a native speaker of the couple language may play a lesser role than gender in 
the participants’ subjective perception of funniness. 


10.4.2 Challenges with regard to bilingual couple humour 


During the interviews, the couples also commented on a number of aspects 
that they find challenging about expressing humour in a bilingual, bicultural 
relationship. One reason for this is that humour does not always translate well from 
one language to another. Thus, various couples lament that jokes are often hard 
to translate or retell in the other language (Claire/Simon, Sarah/Tim, Courtney/ 
Martin). Courtney p and Martin sg explain that most misunderstandings between 
them happen in the context of retelling a joke or a humorous situation, as the 
punchline gets lost and the retelling ends up not being funny: 


Example 10.12: Courtney (English-Ghanaian, 24) and Martin (Swiss, 26) 
246 Courtney: <wa when you want to a<n exX*plai:n ı1><10 something or: tow _ 
<usk yY- you come “up with a: usk> \ 
<ask colloquial “term or something usx> _ 
247 Martin: “yeah _ 
248 Courtney: .. <isxcnow and then all the joke is “missed pow>usx> \ 
<usk<p<to Or “Something ro>p>usk> _ 
249 Martin: = yeah e”xactly \\ 
“jokes ,- 
(e.)) you “want to explain a “joke ,,- 
. uh <su> <su:> YOU «ur “heard something ui _ 
<wa [and] somebody told you something “really funny aw> // 


250 Courtney: [“yeah] v 
251 Martin: <w in uh in Swiss “German mw // 
<a and then if you want to .. translate it into “English a, _ 
252 Courtney: = “yea:h ,. 
253 Martin: = «<a and it «ur doesn’t yi. really “work asw / 


<to because “um:: 10> \ 
. <pio yeah it’s just the 1o “different ps \ 
. <p [different kind] of uh “words » /; 
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254 Courtney: [<p #lacking »] \ 

255 Martin: <p that you [would “*use] » // 

256 Courtney: [<p EF e>] _ 

257 Martin: <p and uh it’s not “funny <o in e:h top _ 


[in English <u: “yeah um + and I get pre] / 

258 Courtney: [or .. bu- but <r you can even] “feel it br \\ 
<to “when you’re r> _ 
no When you're 1o telling the “joke m \- 


259 Martin: = “yeah [it’s >] \ 

260 Courtney: [you can] feel that [it’s just **not] <<a<:-) gonna be funny 
:-)>A>LO> _ 

261 Martin: [<a it jus:t “feels like as] \ 


= it doesn’t “sound right \\ 
<pcwensk<Lo it’ S: ro not really “funny u>usk>p> \ 
262 Courtney: <pp “yeah pps /- (246-262) 


Martin and Courtney are both very engaged in this sequence, which suggests 
that this is a relevant issue for them. Their involvement can be seen in the 
manner in which they interact, as there are a number supportive backchannels 
(yeah, 6 times), as well as simultaneous speech ([ ], 6 times) and latches (=, 4 
times). Moreover, there is a great amount of repetition between them (explain, 
joke(s), it’s not funny, feel, and just are all used 2-4 times [all underlined]). This 
indicates that the partners are making an effort to explain the issue jointly, and 
that they are in tune with each other. An extensive use of other-repetition was 
also observed in the bilingual couples studied by Piller, and can serve partners 
to perform a joint couple identity linguistically (2002a: 242). 

The language barrier can be a problem not just within the relationship, but 
also in social situations, as limited L2 skills may exclude non-native speakers 
from humorous social interactions. Thus, Tim , says that he often feels like the 
odd one out when Sarah sg has to stop and explain why everyone is laughing, and 
she, in turn, finds it challenging to translate humorous remarks for him. Sarah 
also feels left out sometimes, as she does not always see what is funny when 
Tim’s Australian friends are joking around, nor does she always appreciate 
Tim’s dry sense of humour. Other non-native speakers report that it is difficult 
to convey humour in social situations, or to present themselves as humorous 
individuals. Thus, three interviewees (Courtney p, Stephanie se, Monika sc) 
observe that their partner is not as funny in his L2 as he is in his native tongue. 
Monika reports that this is an issue that bothers her partner greatly, as he cannot 
show his witty personality in German and people may perceive him as a different 
person than he actually is: 
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Example 10.13: 
Monika: 


553 


567 


568 


569 


570 


Dean: 


s Monika: 


Dean: 


Monika: 


Dean: 


Monika: 


Dean: 


Dean (English, 29) and Monika (Swiss, 29) 
<rcut the “one thing that you say Dr \- 
<. is is “terrible <o for you to>1> _ 
. <p<crk when you speak Swiss German or “German crk>p> _ 
<pccrk is “that crep _ 
<H> <p<pp YOU’ Te not your“’self sr \\- 
. <pp M*hm pp> // 
<p you **cannot pm \ 
<p express your r- real perso“nality » 
()) <c SO a <n “whole .. ^part HI>MRC> \~ 
<p of your personali- ^nality gets lost > \ 
(c)) <$> <p hundred per^cent ps \ 
<pe<crk I think that I “can’t crx>p> _ 
<> I can't be “witty or: 
<vas take the kind of [English “sarcasm] mas» _ 
[<pp m“hm: pps] \- 

<ecat into “German ur>p> \ 
((»)) <ecpow that’s something that is very frus*trating for me nowr> _ 
the one thing I “*hate // ((monika drinks and puts her glass back down)) 
“eiim \~ 
<> in a social situ*ation \ 
(9) <> is I *end up _ 
«as being “quite yas> \- 
“quiet \\ 
<H> 
[<e<nas M^hm: was>p>] \- 
[^a:nd] _ 
<a I’m coming a^cross as perhaps being “shy » // 
(e)) <w that “that’s one thing that now _ 
“really: \ 

<u that I “don’t sp like \ 
I *feel that I’m: \- 
<w I’m < “Snot s> myself m \ (S93=5:72), 


Dean believes that the image that he projects of himself when he is speaking 
Swiss German is not an accurate reflection of his true character. Even though 


he can have a conversation and express himself adequately, he cannot interject 
witty remarks. In the example above, Dean is emotional and speaks emphatically 
about this issue, stating that it is “very frustrating” to him (568), that he 
really does not like it (572) or even hates it (568). His level of emotionality 
and frustration is underscored by multiple inhalations (_„.), lengthening, and 
various false starts throughout his turns (underlined). 
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In addition to the difficulty of expressing and understanding humour in 
a non-native tongue, there is also the element of culture that may pose 
a problem. An example of culture-specific humour is slapstick humour, 
which is traditionally not as popular in Switzerland as it is in many 
English-speaking countries. Katia sg and Sarah sg both state that they do not 
like slapstick at all, while their partners find it entertaining. Katia sę and 
Craig ; disagree strongly on whether this is because of their different cultural 
backgrounds or due to differences in their personalities; Katia believes that it 
is probably just her personality, while Craig is convinced that this is cultural, 
as such humour was a part of his younger life. He is aware of her dislike of 
this type of humour, and states that he would therefore not use such humour 
with her: 


Example 10.14:Craig (American, 32) 

Craig: cacrew yeah <ur “nO: r> but what I what I’m saying is mPa» \ 
<a<r the- the «ur these thi- “this type of humour r> I would not a; \ 
. <p<pow try to “use <mo Or tO: rop \ 


. <e ex*plain ee or: en e (1663) 


Other Swiss participants report that Anglo-Saxon humour is at times too bizarre, 
too dry, or too mean for their liking (Stephanie sg, Sarah sg, Susanne sg, Sophia 
sc). To give an example, Susanne remembers that she was a little taken aback 
when the conversation in the staff room at an English school started with a 
humorous remark such as “oh, you’re wearing your ugly orange jumper” (2353) 
— even if this description was accurate — and could not see the humour in 
this statement. Similarly, two of the Anglophone participants occasionally take 
issue with the Swiss manner of teasing each other (Robert p, Karen ,).° Philipp 
sc explains that his wife Karen , did not grow up being teased; it was not even 
allowed in her family. For him, on the other hand, teasing was part of his family’s 
humorous discourse: 


5 Although no gender trend was visible among the interviewees in this study, gender 
potentially plays a role as well, since men have been found to be “more inclined than 
women to view being teased as a positive experience that reinforces a sense of affiliation 
and liking (Keltner et al., 2001)” (Lampert and Ervin-Tripp 2006: 56). 
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Example 10.15: Karen (American, 51) and Philipp (Swiss, 47) 
Philipp: <ppcto it was ro “family culture <rosısk it was: HsK>LO>PP> _ 
. <p “it was::: pp \ 
[<x<10 the way we grew “up rom] \ 
aren: <pp [at s::]- <ra “School too ro probably opps / 
Philipp: = ew “and for ar “her gr it’s a: wor \ 
<ppcto it’s an o*ffenc:e [almost] to>pps \ 
aren: [<pp “yeah pps] \- 
. <pp “yeah pp> /- 


Philipp: . <10 and for “me it’s rop \ 

<xito part of who I ^am rop \ 

<p<cio SO “that makes: 10>r> \ 

<i> « <H> <PP<BR<LO for some .. interesting “tensions sometimes 10>ar>pr> _ 
(1021-1025) 


This different reaction to teasing is part of the reason why the partners think 
that Philipp is funnier than Karen (see section 10.4.1, “Perception of each other’s 
sense of humour”). Not only do the two partners react differently to teasing, but, 
as the example above shows, this is also a potential source of conflict. The same 
is true for Stephanie sg and Robert ;. While Stephanie and her friends frequently 
mock or tease each other, Robert cannot see the humour in this. He feels that it 
is patronizing and reacts very sensitively when Stephanie teases him: 


Example 10.16: Robert (English-Irish, 20) and Stephanie (Swiss, 24) 
1452 Robert: <wenst this is yr a really “culture <o thing 10> yeah w> //- ((sic)) 
(e.)) <usk She “goes like usx> \ 
((smacks lips)) <:-) “@Wit :-)> \- 
Nash, A z4 
<HI<LEG<NAS<:-) o::h YOU:: :-)>NAS>LEG>HI> \~ 
<p<a<:-) you know like “this .-)>a>p> / 
<P<HI<:-) “well done :-)>HI>P> \ ((teasing or belittling voice quality)) 


<p<ut<:-) you tried to ^do that :-)>HI>P> / 


1454 (@)) <pewea LE you do this in <q “England j1>a>w>p> _ 

1455 Silja: + @@ ((softly)) 

iss Robert: <w it’s really “patro<o nizing tow _ 

1457 Stephanie: e*xactly yeah so \ 

1458 Robert: = <a you know [*someone’s going] a> _ 

1459 Stephanie: <:-) [<ur We ur] “talked about that yea:h .-,> A~ 
1470 Robert: (e)) <e in <ur **England uı1>e> u 


<weac:-) 1[you don’t] <ur “do yi, this you know .-)>asu> // 
1471 Stephanie: ilz} *yea:h y] 7, 
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1472 Robert: 2[*this is] \ 
1473 Stephanie: 2[but “see] , 


[ 

[ 
3l<nr I didn’t **realize sp] that \ 
[ 


1474 Robert: 3[<w this is ^^patro<o nizing iow] _ 

1482 ((Gm)) <weHsk I auto’matically HSK>W> _ 
<pccrx [feel] .. feel “bad crxsps // 

1483 Stephanie: [*yea:h] y- 

1484 Robert: <p<usk YOU "know usk>p> /~ 


I think it’s: really “negative \ 
1486 (@.)) <a> <<a but in <ur **England „> you just say ssw \ 
„ <acsusk it’s more di*rect and go usk>a> _ 
<ppcusk Uh that’s: that’s fucking “shit usx>pp> // 
1496 (@.)) <HI<:-) because “then you go .-)sur> \ 
<:-)<powmrc “MNO it’s “not macspow>:-)> \\ 
<:-)<HI “come on HI>:-)> \~ 
<pow<:-) you know it’s more like “this sort of dialogue .-)>pow> _ 
(1452-1496) 


Robert and Stephanie are aware of their differing manners of expressing 
humour; this has led to conflicts in the past, and, as Stephanie points out, 
they have discussed this issue previously (1459). However, they have not yet 
managed to align their humour styles with each other. Despite being aware of 
Stephanie’s intentions, and of the cultural differences in their humour styles, 
Robert cannot help but feel that the manner in which Stephanie teases him 
is “patronizing” (1456 and 1474) and “really negative” (1484). In the example 
above, he presents his reaction as beyond his control, saying that her teasing 
“automatically” makes him feel bad (1482). Stephanie, on the other hand, does 
not understand how the English manner of teasing described by Robert could 
be perceived more positively. These reports demonstrate that, when the couples 
are aware of differences in their humour styles, they may avoid particular types 
of humour (like Craig ; or Tim ;), but adapting one’s humour style (or one’s 
reaction) to one’s partner’s is nonetheless challenging. 


10.4.3 Developing joint couple humour 


When asked what they laugh about as a couple, all of the interviewees 
immediately listed specific topics or situations that make them laugh. While 
there are some parallels between the couples, their answers were overall 
relatively diverse. They reported that they laugh about sarcasm (Courtney/ 
Martin), absurd things (Stephanie/Robert), word plays (Karen/Philipp), dif- 
ferent accents (Sarah/Tim), or simply anything when they are tired (Joshua/ 
Deborah). Several couples mentioned that they often laugh at other people, or 
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also about animals (Sarah/Tim, Sophia/Richard, Claire/Simon); Karen/Philipp 
laugh most frequently about their children. Such laughter directed at others 
may be common in couple relationships due to its potentially unifying 
function, since it has been found that “[lJaughing at people external to the 
group can strengthen boundaries, solidifying members in their group identity 
against outsiders” (Glenn 2003: 30). 

At the same time, the couples also laugh about each other, especially about 
each other’s language mistakes. Thus, five couples reported that they often 
laugh about each other’s linguistic errors or each other’s manner of speaking 
(Claire/Simon, Katia/Craig, Monika/Dean, Susanne/David, Stephanie/Robert). 
Usually, though not always, this involves the native speaker laughing about the 
non-native speaker. In some cases, one partner’s mistake becomes a running 
gag after he or she has stopped making it, which is particularly the case for 
words that are mispronounced (see section 10.4.4, “Playful language in bilingual 
couple talk”). Craig ;, for instance, says that there were many situations at the 
beginning of their relationship where Katia sg said something that “[came] out 
funny” (1691) that they still remember and laugh about, and there are also stories 
about him learning German that resurface every now and again (1717). Craig 
asks his wife not to take what he is about to say personally before he mentions 
these situations, which demonstrates that laughing about language mistakes can 
potentially be hurtful to non-native speakers, as it can be construed as criticism 
of their language skills. However, none of the non-native speakers expressed 
any negative feelings about this during the interviews, but rather, they appear 
to enjoy laughing jointly about past mistakes and view it as an indispensable 
part of their bilingual relationship. 

The couples’ answers suggest that, despite their different cultural and lin- 
guistic backgrounds, they do not struggle to find commonalities when it comes 
to humour. In fact, many of the couples consider laughing together and sharing 
a common sense of humour integral components of their relationship. Thus, 
Courtney ; believes that humour is something that defines her relationship with 
Martin sg, with which her partner agrees. They have many private jokes between 
them, and, unlike many other people they know, both of them appreciate and 
understand sarcasm: 
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Example 10.17: Courtney (English-Ghanaian, 24) and Martin (Swiss, 26) 
Martin: “Nsarcasm _ 
<usk is very im“portant sk> \\ 
. <acw and sometimes <s: people „1> don't get “sarcasm ma» \ 
<a and it’s <a **really a^^nnoying ura> \\ 
()) and “we: 
<pevrccur usually s> “both “get mop / 
<P<HSK the “sarcasm but HSK>P> \ 
Courtney: <p<:-)<a SO <10 then we're the only two people :o> “laughing .-)>»> \ 
<pp<:-)<to in the “room 10>:-)>pp> / 


[eeee] ((high)) 
Martin: [<:-) “yeah :-)> ee] /- (1481-1485) 


The fact that they feel that they are the only people laughing about sarcasm 
sets them apart from others and thus potentially strengthens their sense of 
togetherness. In fact, joint laughter and sharing a similar sense of humour 
seems to serve many of the couples as in-group markers of solidarity. Thus, 
several couples emphasized that they laugh a lot together (Sophia/Richard, 
Susanne/David, Martin/Courtney), or that they have a similar sense of humour 
to their partner (Deborah/Joshua, Sarah/Tim, Philipp/Karen). This can even be 
the case if the partners do not believe that they are equally funny: Philipp 
sc, for instance, states that, even though he is funnier than Karen ,, they still 
“pretty much appreciate the same type of humour” (1068). The couples’ accounts 
demonstrate that, despite some differences in their humour (see section 10.4.2, 
“Challenges with regard to bilingual couple humour”), they manage to find 
common ground in their humour and to utilize humour to reinforce the bond 
between them. 


10.4.4 Playful language in bilingual couple talk 


When asked what is special about the way that they talk to each other (see 
section 5.5, “Developing a bilingual couple language”), many of the couples 
stated that the manner in which they use language playfully to create humour is 
an essential part of their couple language. Thus, a number of couples frequently 
invent and reuse words (10.4.4.1), mix and blend their language (10.4.4.2) or 
imitate different accents (10.4.4.3). The high frequency with which they claim 
to do this suggests that the use of playful language is a feature that is typical of 
the speech of bilingual couples, and a vital component of their shared sense of 
humour. 
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10.4.4.1 Inventing and reusing words 
Several of the couples often play with their bilingualism by inventing words, 


usually in a humorous key. Richard ; and Sophia sg feel that they have their 
own language, which is defined by “made up words really” (Richard ; 281) such 
as tschurulu /tforolo:/ ‘crazy’ (Sophia sg 284). According to Sophia, this is some- 
thing that other members of her family — who are also bilingual — do as well. 
Among other things, Sophia and Richard have invented various terms of endear- 
ment for each other. Indeed, terms of endearment seem to be one area in which 
couples are often creative, as six of the couples report that they regularly invent 
nicknames or terms of endearment for each other (Sophia/Richard, Monika/ 
Dean, Susanne/David, Courtney/Martin, Deborah/Joshua, Claire/Simon; see 
also section 8.4.2, “Expressing positive emotions and using terms of endear- 
ment”). Monika sç and Dean ,, for instance, report that they have made up 
many terms of endearment over the past years, which they start using on their 
cats once they are “done using them for each other” (Monika sg 1058). An 
example of such invented terms are their cats’ current nicknames, Schminzi 
and Schminkel McFinkel (1079). Courtney ; and Martin sg particularly enjoy 
inventing nicknames and terms of endearment for each other, as the following 
extract demonstrates: 


Example 10.18: Courtney (English-Ghanaian, 24) and Martin (Swiss, 26) 


593 Martin: ı[I <ur usually sr just make up “names] ,. 
594 Courtney: ıleeeeel ((chuckling softly)) 

595 Martin: 2[*like] 

5968 Courtney: 2leeelee ((chuckling softly)) 

597 Martin: <p “Schnuffel »> \\ 

sos Silja: eee 

599 Martin: = <ucpcnt Oir um “Schnaffel pw // 

600 Silja: eaaee 

601 Martin: or or <ur “really „p uh there’s a: 


there’s [about <q; two n> thousand] “words /;. 
602 Courtney: [<:-) quite a “few .-,>] /- 

@@ ((softly)) 
6o03 Martin: <tsx> “and but uh: _ 

they're not “really: y 

[<pcusk “U:A usk>p>] 
soa Courtney: [sur “we ur] 

well “I , 
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‘cos Martin: = <peckk “words that are crx>p> \ 

. <pp<a Spoken by “other people apspps \ 

wa I I <ur wouldn’t uı><10 call you 1o **honey aw \ 
606 Courtney: “4no \\~ 
623 ((@#)) and I <: “call s him \ 


eecio *Knaufler o> NN 


624 Silja: . Cee 

625 Courtney: = ^Knüffel \ 

626 Martin: <p<:-) m^hm ;-)>p> / 

627 Silja: uıc:-) “*Kntiffel .-y>u1> \ 

623 Courtney: = AMiörgler \\ 

e29 Martin: ı [eeeeeee] 

630 Silja: ıleee <e O* Kay @ ee] _ 

631 Martin: al<ppr<e “Miöergler a@>pp> eel _ 
632 Courtney: 2[eeee] ((softiy)) 

633 Martin: 3leeee] ((softiy)) 

634 Courtney: 3l<pc:-) “Mi:örgler .-)>»>] _ 
638 Martin: (e)) <pp<:;-) that’s a “good one .-)spp> \- (623-638) 


Martin and Courtney emphasize that they have coined a multitude of nicknames 
for one another; Martin hyperbolically states that “really y... there’s about two 
thousand words” (601), and Courtney assents to this (“quite a few” [602]). They 
also assert that they would not use common terms of endearment for each 
other another; when Martin states that he would not call his girlfriend honey, 
she responds with an emphatic “no” (606). It is notable that the partners both 
find generating such neologisms very entertaining, as they are both giggling 
throughout the extract, and Martin savours one of Courtney’s word creations 
(“Mide@rgler @@ [631]), and compliments her on it (“that’s a good one” [638]). 
Martin and Courtney volunteer a number of nicknames they might use for 
their partner (Schnuffel, Schnaffel, Knaufler, Knüffel, Miörgler). Although none 
of the words means anything, they all have a Swiss German phonology and are 
pronounced with a Swiss German accent. It is remarkable that, despite the fact 
that most couples in this study use English as their main couple language, they 
mostly invent terms of endearment that either sound (Swiss) German, or are 
a mix of both languages (see section 8.4.2, “Expressing positive emotions and 
using terms of endearment”). 

In addition to coining completely new words, some couples also have a habit 
of changing the meaning of existing words in their language use. For instance, 
Martin and Courtney replace words with random other expressions if they do 
not feel like saying the word in question (Martin sg 306). This new term may 
then come to replace yet other words. According to Martin, they sometimes 
even get “stuck in that language”, as it is “hard to get out [of it] again” (312 and 
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316). Another example of a new use for a word are the terms of endearment that 
Susanne and David use for each other. Thus, Susanne occasionally nicknames 
David gnogi (/gnogi/ instead of Italian gnocchi /nok:i/ ‘dumplings’), because this 
is how he once pronounced the word when they went out for dinner to an Italian 
restaurant in Brighton, and she found this very sweet. Conversely, he sometimes 
calls her Huckehäschtli, which is derived from Chuchichäschtli ‘kitchen cabinet’ 
(a word the Swiss often ask foreigners to say because it is difficult to pronounce, 
and because they perceive it as typically Swiss). These examples demonstrate 
that the couples invent new terms, but also appropriate and reuse existing 
expressions, and thereby enhance their joint couple language. 


10.4.4.2 Mixing and blending languages 

In addition to inventing and reusing words, combining the languages — whether 
in the form of language mixing or by creating blended terms — was also 
mentioned by some of the interviewees as an important part of their couple 
language. For instance, Richard ; and Sophia sg believe that a special feature 
of their common language is that they frequently mix languages when they 
are being silly, although they hardly ever mix in serious situations. While 
Joshua ; and Deborah sę do not generally switch with a humorous purpose, 
they also think that the frequency with which they switch is something that 
defines their couple language. Moreover, the partners sometimes use different 
languages in the same conversation, as both speak in their respective mother 
tongues, which people tend to find peculiar (see also section 5.3, “The partners’ 
language use with each other”). Despite this feedback, Joshua and Deborah 
both agree that they never felt that this was an unusual thing to do; instead, 
they regard it as sensible, since they understand each other, and can both 
express themselves in their mother tongue. Besides mixing their languages 
by code-switching or speaking dual-lingually, the couple occasionally combine 
their two languages to create loanblends, such as the expressions Schatzi-love 
‘treasure, darling’ or blade-bar ‘blade-able’ (doable with rollerblades). The term 
shnugglesy, which Claire and Simon use for each other, might also be a mix 
between the two languages (namely snuggle / snugly and Schniiggel(i) ‘little 
cutie’). While only a few such terms were mentioned by the interviewees, many 
couples do occasionally blend languages by using words from one language 
with the pronunciation of the other, which will be discussed in the next section. 


10.4.4.3 Imitating accents 
The couples’ accounts indicate that many of them enjoy imitating different 


varieties of English, as well as different foreign accents. Various participants 
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mentioned this, and eight participants spontaneously imitated one or several 
accent(s) during the interviews (without being provoked to do so). For in- 
stance, they imitated the Swiss train conductors saying Grüezi mitena:nd ‘good 
morning/afternoon/evening everyone’ (Robert ; 470), an Indian friend (Susanne 
sc) or a Scottish boy they met on holiday (Sarah sc). Often, the accents the 
interviewees imitated are linked to the reported speakers’ cultural identity, 
as in example 10.19. Courtney describes an American friend of theirs who is 
in a relationship with a Swiss woman and likes to comment on the cultural 
differences between them: 


Example 10.19: Courtney (English-Ghanaian, 24) 

Courtney: <p<:-) he’s “always saying :-)>P> _ 
<ux:> <at “Oth I'd xr \ ((imitating drawling American accent throughout, rhotarized /r/)) 
<w I I would have “lo:ved to have a “s:teak yesterday: m _ 
<peer but you know <ıo my “girlfriend ro>BR>P> _ 
<per She had a little <mo “sa:la:d topprop> _ (558) 


In cases such as this, the imitation of an accent or a particular manner of 
speaking could be considered part of the reported speech, or constructed 
dialogue (Tannen 1986: 311). 

When particular expressions or modes of speaking are imitated repeatedly, 
they sometimes become a permanent part of the couple language. For instance, 
Robert ş enjoys imitating the pronunciation of Swiss words that he finds 
typical, and the couple have integrated a number of expressions in their English 
language use, such as genau ‘exactly’ (Robert ,; 297), sägemal ‘tell me’ (Robert 
308), and gäll ‘right’ (Stephanie se 305). There are also some features which 
they have adopted from other languages, for instance a no question tag at the 
end of a sentence (analogous to right), which was used by the Spanish exchange 
students in Aberdeen, where they met. Stephanie reports that she borrowed the 
term because she “kinda liked it”, and Robert was quick to adopt “this curious 
no question word” (Robert p 442) from her (see example 10.5 in section 10.3.2.3, 
“Positive and negative laughter triggers”, for an example of their use of no). 
Likewise, Susanne sg and David ; have incorporated some foreign expressions 
in their English base language, such as versions of gnocchi and Chuchichäschtli 
(see section 10.4.4.1, “Inventing and reusing words”), which they pronounce 
humorously, with an English accent. Another term in their joint vocabulary is 
Migros butschi /mīgrəv bodzi/, which is an Anglophone distortion of the Swiss 
pronunciation Migros budget /migro bytfe/ [the economy line of the largest 
Swiss retailer]). These examples show that Susanne and David enjoy imitating 
the pronunciation of non-native speakers to establish a humorous discourse. 
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Similarly, Courtney ş and Martin <q often play with different languages and 
accents to create humour. In the following extract, Courtney describes how 
Martin sometimes pretends to translate their conversations into Italian for fun, 
something which she evidently finds as entertaining as he does: 


Example 10.20: Courtney (English-Ghanaian, 24) and Martin (Swiss, 26) 
317 Courtney: “sometimes: eh \ 

<w “Martin feels that “everything m \ 

. <crk that <s> e- “um: cre \ 

<crk "well cre \- 

his conversation in “English ,/ 

<chk “needs to be: cre \ 

<crx translated into I*talian crx \\ 

but “not j 

. <crk “rea:l ao Italian rocr _ 

<crk but just “everything cre _ 

<H> <crx<pow at the end of every word there needs to be an ^o or 


DOW>CRK> \ 
318 Silja: w <p O* Kay ps fe 
319 Courtney: = «pusk "something like usx>p> \ 


<a hee he'd “ask me o // 
<:-)<HI “HOW ut do you say: :-)> \ 
. <p<usk “how do you say: usx>p> \ 
. <PP<HSK ĈU: h usK>pp> //~ 
( (thump, probably slap on leg)) <P Awhat’s his name >» \ 
<P<W<HSK<: -) Clark Gable Gable Clark ^Gable :-)>HSK>W>P> \ 


320 Martin: <p<:-) yeah Clark *Gable ._,>p> \ 
321 Courtney: = powsp<usk<:-) Row do you say Clark “Gable .-)>1sx>p>pow> \ 
322 Martin: . <:-) What’s his <7 “real „p> name .-),> \\ 


<a and his “real name is a; _ 

«om /'glarke ‘ga:ble/ now \ ((imitates Italian pronunciation, savouring) ) 
323 Silja: eee [Lee] 
324 Courtney: [<:-) *a:nd ;-)>] 


<:-)<powca it’s “often like this aspow:-)> \ 


325 Silja: ee [ke o”kay e] \ 
326 Martin: ac.) [and <1 “just ar] [that’s just] in: in: ;-)sw \ 
327 Courtney: [and *then] 
328 Martin: <w in boring “situations m \ 
when “things have to be \ 
329 Courtney: «| <pcusk lightened “up usx>p> \ 
330 Martin: [<p<:-) “yeah :-)>p>] \- 
331 Silja: [so you] lighten [them ^up] 
332 Martin: [< Just a “little bit »] / 


333 Silja: by making things <mo I*talian 10> _ 
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33a Martin: «p<:-) "yeah .-)>p> \~ 
[<p<mae<:-) it’s “really “funny .->urc>p>] \ 
335 Silja: [<p PHE po] _ 
[o*kay] v- 
336 Courtney: <poon [it’s] *re:::ally funny pow _ (317-336) 


According to Courtney, this may go on for “a good forty minutes” (341). It is 
obvious that they both greatly enjoy this style of playing with language, as they 
describe it very positively, and believe that it is hilarious and lightens the mood. 
The extract is also a very good example of a jointly constructed conversation 
in a humorous key: the partners’ contributions are perfectly synchronized, and 
they repeat each other (319-320; 334-336), rephrase each other’s utterances 
(321-322), and finish each other’s sentences (328-332). This example epitomises 
the general finding that the bilingual couples in this study have achieved a very 
high level of communication in their relationships and manage to make use of 
their multilingualism to create humorous discourse. 


10.5 Discussion and summary 


In this chapter, I examined the manner in which bilingual, bicultural couples 
express humour, as well as their laughing behaviour in conversation. When the 
bilinguals’ laughing behaviour was analysed, the first aspect that was apparent 
was that the frequency and duration of their laughter during the interviews 
varied considerably. Moreover, the partners displayed considerable differences 
from one another in the number of laughter pulses, the number of laughter 
episodes, as well as the average duration of their laughter episodes, despite 
participating in the same conversation. This suggests that little assimilation 
of the partners’ laughing behaviour to each other has occurred, or that other 
factors such as their gender, mother tongue and culture are more influential. 
The analysis of the context of the participants’ laughter revealed that even 
though the majority of laughter episodes occurred in a humorous context 
(62.3%), a high proportion of laughter episodes were triggered by non-humorous 
topics (37.7%). While others have observed that laughter often follows topics 
or statements that do not seem humorous (Provine 1993: 291; Adelsward 
1989: 107), and that any action or topic may potentially trigger laughter (Clift 
2016: 86), the number of non-humorous statements provoking laughter was 
nevertheless surprisingly high. Interestingly, laughter was caused by negative 
statements (14.9%) far more frequently than by positive ones (8.6%), which 
provides empirical evidence for Jefferson's (1984, 1985) observation that people 
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often accompany trouble-telling, as well as uncomfortable subjects or obscene 
topics, with laughter. 

The distribution among these three contexts (humorous, negative, positive) 
followed this pattern for almost all ofthe interviewees, with the exception ofone 
couple, who accompanied more positive than negative utterances with laughter. 
Furthermore, the partners tended to resemble each other in their relative 
distribution of laughter among the categories, which could be indicative of a 
similar humour style. In self-reports, a positive association between partners’ 
humour styles has been found among monolingual couples (Priest and Thein 
2003; Barelds and Barelds-Dijkstra 2010; Hahn and Campbell 2016), and these 
results suggest that this may also be the case for bilingual couples. However, the 
similarities may also be attributed to the specific topics discussed during each 
interview to some extent. 

A closer look at who provoked most laughter revealed that laughter was 
triggered most frequently by an utterance made by the laugher him- or herself 
(46.4%), second most frequently by his or her partner (37.1%), and occasion- 
ally by the interviewer or interview situation (14.7%). Far less frequent were 
instances where laughter was provoked by both speakers jointly or an unclear 
trigger (1.9%). The percentage of self-triggered laughter differs from the results 
of Glenn’s (2003) study, in which conversationalists initiated laughter very 
frequently in two-party interactions (87%), and far less often in multi-party 
interactions (17%). It is possible that the frequency with which laughter was 
triggered by the laugher’s own comments was influenced by the setup of the 
interviews and the number of participants, and that the findings would have 
been very different if more or fewer people had been present. When the trigger 
type (humorous, positive or negative) was considered in combination with the 
speaker who triggered laughter, it became apparent that far more laughter 
was provoked by the laughers’ own humorous comments than by those of 
their partners. This supports the observation that speakers frame their own 
humorous utterances with laughter in order to indicate ahumorous key and to 
invite laughter by their interlocutors (Jefferson 1979: 82; Kotthoff 2006: 274). In 
contrast, more laughter was triggered by positive statements by the laughers’ 
partner than by the laughers themselves, while negative statements triggered 
a similar number of laughter episodes in both parties. These findings indicate 
that the speaker and the context are interlinked when it comes to triggering 
laughter. 

Besides the general context in which laughter occurred, I also looked at 
the specific topics which provoked the participants to laugh. In the humorous 
context, comments about cultural or linguistic differences, conflicts, as well 
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as about each of the partners and their relationship, were most common. 
The positive statements which were accompanied by laughter most frequently 
concerned the interviewees’ relationship, their partner, their family, or their 
culture. In the negative context, the bilinguals laughed most often when past 
conflicts were discussed, with criticism or general negative statements, or when 
disagreement occurred during the interviews. Again, whether the participants 
laughed more about their own non-humorous statements or their partner’s 
depended on the specific topic. 

In addition, I examined the participants’ use of smiling and laughing voice 
quality during the interviews. These features are of interest because they can 
indicate a humorous frame or serve as contextual clues for laughter (Holmes 
and Hay 1997: 132). On average, laughing voice quality was used in 3.1% of 
all intonation units, with great variance among the participants, although, in 
relative terms, most interviewees used laughing voice quality with a similar 
frequency to their partner. Smiling voice quality was almost three times more 
frequent than laughing voice quality — accompanying 8.8% of the participants’ 
intonation units — and there was less similarity between the partners’ use of 
smiling voice quality. Interestingly, the use of laughing voice quality tended to 
correlate with the frequency of laughter; this was not the case for smiling voice 
quality, which seems to be used independently of laughter, or even to replace it. 

Since humour and laughter have often been found to be gendered, I explored 
potential gender patterns in the bilinguals’ laughing behaviour. Previous studies 
have repeatedly suggested that women laugh more than men in interactions 
(Adams and Kirkevold 1978; Mehu and Dunbar 2008; Winterheld, Simpson 
and Orina 2013), which was also the case for the interviewees in this study. 
Thus, the female participants produced almost 30% more laughter pulses during 
the interviews than the male participants. Interestingly, when the number of 
laughter episodes were considered instead of the individual laughter pulses, the 
difference was far less marked (7%). This shows that, while women laughed 
on only a few more occasions, their laughter episodes lasted longer than their 
partners’. Moreover, the female interviewees used more laughing voice quality 
and more smiling voice quality than the male participants. 

In addition, I examined whether there were any gender trends with regard 
to which speaker (self or partner) and what type of trigger (humorous, positive, 
or negative) provoked laughter. The relative distribution of the trigger types 
among these categories was similar for both genders. While both genders 
laughed similarly often about their own humorous comments, men’s humorous 
laughables triggered more laughter in their partners than the reverse. However, 
a look at the two couple combinations indicates that other factors may be more 
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influential than gender in this case, since the native speakers of English in both 
groups laughed less about their partner and more about themselves. Thus, no 
evidence was found for the assumption that women produce fewer laughables 
than men, nor that women laugh more about men’s laughables than the reverse 
(Provine 1993, 1996; Jefferson 2004). In spite ofthis, the couples’ own evaluations 
of their perceived funniness suggest that their subjective perceptions of each 
other’s funniness are gendered. Thus, the couples either claimed to be equally 
funny, or tended to name the male partner as the funnier in the relationship, 
and several male participants even put their partner’s funniness somewhat into 
question. 

A person’s cultural background and mother tongue may not only influence 
his or her laughing behaviour, but also what he or she finds humorous (Ruch and 
Forabosco 1996; Cheng 2003). In addition, the factor of mother tongue is relevant 
because the native speaker may be at an advantage in producing successful 
laughables when conversing in that language. Indeed, the analysis demonstrated 
that the participants’ mother tongue had an impact on the frequency of their 
laughter as well as their use of laughing and smiling voice quality. Thus, the 
English speakers laughed considerably less often than the Swiss participants, 
and they also used a laughing voice quality less frequently. They did, however, 
use smiling voice quality similarly often as the Swiss bilinguals. It is possible 
that this is the result of culturally learnt behaviour, but it may also be linked to 
the participants’ production of laughables. Thus, it was evident that humorous 
laughables produced by native speakers of English were far more successful in 
provoking laughter than those by the Swiss partners, and the English speakers 
also marked a slightly higher number of their own humorous statements with 
laughter. It cannot be determined whether this is because the former are funnier 
than the latter, because the English speakers are at an advantage as they are 
conversing in their mother tongue, or because the Swiss are simply more ready 
to laugh. Potentially, it is connected to the belief expressed by some Anglophone 
participants that their humour is better than their partner’s. Such a tendency was 
also observed by Chiaro in bilingual couples, among whom the native speakers 
of English tended to view their sense of humour as superior to their partner’s 
and presented it as a positive benchmark for humour (2009: 223). Interestingly, 
such views were only put forward by participants from Great Britain — and no 
other English-speaking countries — in the present study. 

The couples also discussed various challenges posed by expressing humour in 
a bilingual, bicultural relationship. They lamented that humour can be difficult 
to translate, which can be an impediment to the retelling of funny remarks 
and stories. It was also reported that their different sense of humour or limited 


384 10 “Then we’re the only two people laughing in the room”: Laughter and humour 


language skills sometimes exclude the non-native speakers from participating 
in humorous social interactions, or do not allow them to present their witty side. 
The bilinguals’ preferences for certain types of humour, such as slapstick, dry 
humour, or sarcasm, are also influenced by their cultural background, and not 
every humour style is appreciated by both partners. In particular, their different 
manners of teasing tend to create tension among some of the partners. Moreover, 
even when the partners are aware of differences in their humour styles, adapting 
to each other’s style still appears to be challenging. 

The bilinguals named a variety of topics and situations that make them laugh, 
such as sarcasm, absurdity, word plays, accents, other people, animals, or their 
children. The partners stated that they also laugh at each other, in particular 
about each other’s language mistakes and words that are mispronounced. 
Interestingly, while verbal humour is more language-specific than referential 
humour (Ritchie 2010: 34), and therefore more difficult for L2 speakers, much of 
the couples’ humour is verbal, and many of the couples view the use of playful 
language as an essential part of their couple language. A number of couples 
enjoy inventing new words, or reusing existing words in a different context, 
which they do especially with terms of endearment. Moreover, several of them 
enjoy combining the languages, either by language mixing or coining blended 
terms. Finally, their accounts and their behaviour during the interviews also 
indicate that many of them enjoy imitating different varieties of English as well 
as foreign accents, which is in line with Vaid’s (2006) observation that bilinguals 
enjoy accent humour and bilingual puns. In fact, the interviewees mentioned 
several expressions that they like to imitate, which have become a permanent 
part of their couple language. 

The couples’ answers, as well as their humorous talk during the interviews, 
show that they have all succeeded in finding common ground when it comes 
to humour, and that many of them consider laughing together and having 
a similar sense of humour essential components of their relationships. This 
stands in opposition to the bilingual couples examined by Chiaro, who believed 
that they had a different sense of humour, and viewed language as a major 
obstacle in the communication of humour (2009: 222). None of the bilinguals 
in this study framed their language differences as an impediment to producing 
or understanding humour, but rather, they utilize their bilingual, bicultural 
situation to create humour, which may, in turn, strengthen their shared bilingual 
couple identity. 


11 Conclusion 


11.1 Introduction 


My primary goal in this book was to present a detailed picture of the com- 
munication among bilingual, bicultural couples with a high level of fluency 
in their main couple language. In order to achieve this, I interviewed ten 
bilingual couples with similar backgrounds, and explored a number of areas 
pertaining to their couple language: their language choice(s), their language 
mixing behaviour, their attitudes towards their languages and cultures, their 
expression of emotions, their swearing behaviour, as well as their humour 
and laughter. In each of these areas, I analysed various aspects, and, wherever 
possible, I combined the couples’ reports about their linguistic practices with 
their actual language use during the interviews. 

In the following, I synthesize the main findings with reference to my research 
questions. Since the findings have already been discussed and related to previous 
work at the end of each chapter, the focus here is on consolidating and drawing 
together the most important findings relating to the bilingual couples’ language 
in all areas (11.2). I then proceed to a discussion of the role of the variables of 
gender (11.3) and mother tongue (11.4), as well as of other factors which might 
influence the couples’ communication (11.5). Subsequently, I consider potential 
implications of my findings (11.6), offer recommendations for future research 
(11.7) and discuss the strengths and limitations of my research (11.8), before 
making closing remarks (11.9). 


11.2 Developing a bilingual couple language 


My initial research questions related to the language(s) the couples choose for 
communication, the reasons behind this choice, and how their language use has 
evolved over the course of their relationship. According to their own reports, all 
except for one couple speak primarily English to each other and hardly ever use 
the community language in their relationship. Moreover, their couple language 
is characterized by a high level of stability, as only one couple gave account 
of major changes in their language choice and in the extent of their language 
mixing over the course of their relationship. The couples’ answers indicated 
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that the key factor determining their language choice at the beginning of their 
relationship was language proficiency, and that, for most of the couples, the 
main reason for adhering to English as their relationship progressed was habit; 
this was also the case for many of the bilingual couples studied by Piller (2000, 
2002a). Other influences on the couples’ language use were considerations of 
individual and couple identity, as well as language emotionality, but also per- 
sonal motivation and attitudes. In addition, the diglossic situation in Switzerland 
seems to be a considerable impediment to a shift to the community language. 
The majority of the interviewees also use English outside the home on a regular 
basis, but primarily with L2 speakers, as only two couples have established 
extensive networks of native English speakers. These findings stand in contrast 
with those of other studies, particularly Piller (2002a). 

While most of the couples use English as their primary language, this does 
not mean that the community language does not feature in their interactions. To 
assess the extent ofthe presence of (Swiss) German, I examined how frequently 
the partners mix languages, and what factors influence their language mixing 
behaviour. Most of the couples reported that they do not mix languages very 
often, and that, while they occasionally use borrowings, they rarely code-switch. 
These reports were corroborated by their mixing behaviour during the inter- 
views, since there were relatively few language switches (on average only 8.25 
spontaneous switches per person), and borrowings occurred ten times more 
often than code-switches. These results confirm that fluent bilinguals can adhere 
to the language ofthe conversation without falling back on their mother tongue 
ifthey desire to do so — even if their conversational partners understand their L1. 
Most of the switches (85.0%) during the interviews were unhedged, which could 
be indicative of a positive attitude towards language switching; spontaneous 
switches were hedged more frequently than metalinguistic switches (18.2% 
vs. 11.3%). Despite the high percentage of fluent switches, the couples tended 
to voice mixed attitudes towards language mixing, similar to the bilingual 
couples examined by Piller (2002a). Furthermore, the analysis of the bilinguals’ 
switching behaviour also demonstrated that, while there were considerable 
differences in the participants’ language mixing, the couples usually switched 
similarly often, and used similar types of switches. 

In addition, I investigated the interviewees’ attitudes towards various aspects 
of their bilingual, bicultural relationship, and the interplay between these 
attitudes and their language use and attraction to each other. Their reports 
revealed that the Swiss participants’ attitudes towards their partner’s language 
and culture were highly positive when they met, which contributed to their 
initial attraction to their partner, whereas most of the Anglophone participants 
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had relatively neutral and rather stereotypical views of the Swiss language and 
culture at the beginning of their relationship. The partners’ attitudes towards 
both cultures have converged over time; both partners expressed some critical 
views, even though their attitudes towards their partner’s culture were positive 
on the whole. Meanwhile, the partners’ attitudes towards the two languages 
have remained divergent: the Swiss participants still have a very positive 
attitude towards English — many even expressed a type of “language desire” 
as observed by Piller (2002a) — while most of the Anglophone participants 
articulated mixed feelings towards their L2. This may account for the fact that 
their relationship language has not even partially shifted to the community 
language. At the same time, all participants expressed very positive attitudes 
towards bilingualism in general, and the couples with children displayed an 
immense commitment to their children’s bilingualism. Their attitudes seem to 
reflect the positive views of their environment of English and bilingualism in 
general, and contrast strongly with those of bilingual couples in other settings 
(e.g. Schüpbach 2009). As was expected, highly positive attitudes among the 
bilinguals towards their partner’s language tended to correlate with high L2 
proficiency, but also with a high language emotionality and with a preference 
for using their L2 with their partner, and at times even with their children. 
Other questions that I aimed to answer concerned the language the partners 
choose to express emotions with each other, and the manner in which they deal 
with having to express positive and negative emotions in their L2. According to 
the couples’ responses, all of them primarily use their couple language to express 
positive and negative emotions. Even though expressing negative emotions in 
an L2 can sometimes be challenging or lead to misunderstandings, the Swiss 
participants do not view using their L1 as a viable option, which contrasts 
with reports on couples in other studies (Piller 2002a; Pavlenko 2005). However, 
the participants occasionally use the non-couple language for the purpose 
of expressing positive emotions and they frequently give each other Swiss 
German nicknames, or names consisting of invented or blended expressions 
with a Swiss German phonology. Many interviewees emphasized that they enjoy 
using and hearing nicknames in their L2, and all of the participants displayed 
a high emotional attachment to their relationship language, which is in line 
with findings by Pavlenko (2004) and Dewaele and Salomidou (2017). During 
the interviews, positive and negative emotions were expressed exclusively in 
English, and there was great variance in the frequency of the interviewees’ 
use of emotion words, and little evidence of assimilation between the partners. 
Overall, the participants used slightly fewer positive than negative emotion 
words, and a greater variety of negative than positive emotion words. A number 
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of suprasegmental features appeared particularly often in the vicinity of these 
emotion words, most notably prominent pitch and pitch movement, strong 
and multiple stresses, as well as rising and falling terminal pitch. Interestingly, 
smiling voice was very frequent in both emotional contexts, while laughing 
voice quality was much less common in the context of negative than positive 
emotion expression. 

In addition to the couples’ expression of emotions in general, I was interested 
in the bilinguals’ swearing behaviour in both languages, and the affective 
attachment of expletives in both of their languages. Most of the participants 
stated that they do not swear very frequently, which was borne out by the fact 
that they did not use a great number of swearwords during the interviews. On 
average, each person only used three expletives spontaneously, all of which 
were uttered in the language of the ongoing conversation. In most of the 
couples, both partners used a similar number of swearwords with comparable 
levels of offensiveness, which suggests that couples tend to assimilate their 
swearing behaviour to each other. With regard to the language choice for 
swearing, the most influential factors appear to be the language of the ongoing 
conversation, the speaker’s L2 proficiency, and his or her socialisation in the 
language. Thus, most of the bilinguals reported that they use both languages 
for swearing; some swear mainly in their L1, yet no-one primarily uses his 
or her L2. The interviewees listed a number of reasons for their language 
preference, such as the view that one of the languages is more colourful or 
more suitable for swearing, that they lack swearing proficiency in their L2, 
or that they do not feel entitled to swear in their L2. At the same time, some 
reported that swearing in one’s L2 is easier, less of a taboo, and potentially 
less offensive, because swearwords carry less weight in one’s L2 than in one’s 
native language. The interviewees displayed and referred to various reactions 
to swearwords in their mother tongue which were uttered by their partner, 
ranging from indifference and amusement to disappointment, embarrassment, 
and personal offence, which demonstrates that swearing can be a challenging 
area to negotiate for bilingual couples. 

The final questions I decided to investigate related to what the couples 
laugh about, whether there are similarities in the partners’ laughing behaviour 
and humour styles, and to what extent they utilize their bilingual situation to 
create humour. The analysis of their laughing behaviour during the interviews 
indicated that the participants’ laughter was very heterogeneous in terms of 
its frequency as well as the duration of each laughter episode. Moreover, the 
assimilation between the partners with regard to the frequency of laughter 
appeared to be minimal, as they differed considerably in the number of laughter 
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pulses they produced as well as the number of laughter episodes. However, 
the participants’ laughing behaviour was more homogenous concerning the 
context which triggered their laughter, since, for all ofthem, laughter occurred 
most frequently in a humorous context, and, for all but one couple, this was 
followed by negative and finally by positive utterances. The partners resembled 
each other in the relative distribution of laughter among these categories, which 
could be taken to indicate a similar humour style. Such similarities between 
partners’ humour styles have been found among monolingual couples (Priest 
and Thein 2003; Barelds and Barelds-Dijkstra 2010; Hahn and Campbell 2016). 
With regard to the topics which usually make the couples laugh, it can be said 
that many of them relate to their situation as bilingual, bicultural couples, and 
a large part of their humour is of a linguistic nature. The bilinguals view the 
use of playful language as an essential component of their couple language, 
and enjoy inventing neologisms, reusing existing words in a different context, 
and combining their languages by mixing and coining blended terms, but they 
also like imitating different native and non-native accents. The interviews 
demonstrated that these bilingual couples manage to find common ground in 
their humour, and that many of them view laughing together and sharing a 
similar sense of humour as constitutive elements of their relationship. 

In sum, this study marks a further contribution to the variety of different 
findings on the attitudes and modes of communication of bilingual couples. 
Although there are a number of areas in the couples’ interaction that are 
potentially challenging, they have achieved a high level of communication and 
a considerable degree of linguistic assimilation, and exhibit highly positive 
attitudes towards their bilingual, bicultural relationships. This contradicts the 
assumption that such relationships are problematic and have a higher risk of 
communication difficulties (Killian 2009), and stands in contrast with Heller 
and Levy’s (1992) study of English- and French-speaking couples in Canada, 
who expressed rather negative views concerning their bilingualism. It is, 
however, in line with some reports of couples who find their relationship and 
their partner’s different linguistic and cultural background highly interesting 
(Khatib-Chahidi, Hill and Paton 1998; Piller 2002a), and who do not believe that 
their relationship or their communication are more problematic than those of 
a monolingual couple (Piller 2002a). This underlines once more that, while the 
situation and communication of each bilingual couple is unique, there are also 
broader patterns, which are influenced by aspects such as language proficiency, 
environment, prevailing attitudes, education, and the similarity of the partners’ 
cultures. 
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11.3 The gender variable 


Gender has often been found to be an influential factor in shaping the manner in 
which people speak. It may also influence the manner in which couples interact, 
and account for differences in the partners’ conversational styles. On the one 
hand, I decided to pay attention to the role of gender as it can be a confounding 
variable when the influence of other variables (such as their mother tongue) 
on the couples’ language is analysed; on the other hand, by its nature, my data 
lent itself to the study of gender, as all of the conversations took place between 
dyads who were balanced in terms of gender. 

Some questions that I aimed to answer were whether gender plays a role in 
the participants’ preference of couple language, and whether it influences the 
manner and the extent of their language mixing. The couples’ reports suggested 
that the influence of gender on their language choice is minimal. Even though 
previous research has repeatedly indicated that multilingualism is gendered in 
terms of access to it, the value attached to it, and the economic benefits derived 
from it (Grin 2001; Piller and Pavlenko 2007), there was no indication of any 
such trend among the participants in this study. Similarly, the observation that 
women in bilingual relationships are frequently placed in a doubly marginalized 
position (Piller 2000), since they are immigrants as well as non-native speakers 
of the relationship language, does not pertain to the participants in this study, 
among whom only one participant, who happens to be male, is sometimes faced 
with such a situation (Joshua p). 

While gender does not seem to affect their choice of couple language, the 
men and women in this study differed considerably in their language mixing 
behaviour during the interviews, as the female participants produced more 
spontaneous borrowings and code-switches than their partners. These findings 
add to the varying research results on the factor of gender in language mixing, 
as gender differences have been found in some groups but not in others 
(Poplack 1980, 1988; Cheshire and Gardner-Chloros 1998). This highlights that 
the context and group composition, as well as the practices of the specific 
speech communities, may affect the genders’ mixing behaviour in different 
ways. Furthermore, women hedged fewer of their switches than men, which 
might be symptomatic of a more relaxed or more positive view of language 
mixing among the female partners. 

The couples’ accounts did not point to gender differences in their attitudes 
towards each other’s language or culture, or towards bilingualism in general. 
However, the factor of gender seems to have played a role in their initial 
attraction to each other, at least among the speakers of English. While many 
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Anglophone men reported being attracted to their partner’s non-native accent 
and foreign appearance, the women stated that they did not consider their 
partner’s foreignness particularly attractive or even deemed it unattractive. No 
such gender differences were found among the Swiss participants, who all found 
their partner’s cultural and linguistic background attractive. 

Since women are generally believed to be more expressive of their emotions 
than men (Notarius and Johnson 1982; Piasecka 2013), I expected the female 
participants to use a greater number of emotion words than their partners. The 
analysis demonstrated that, relative to the number of words they used during the 
interviews, women used more negative as well as positive emotion words than 
men, and they also used a greater number of different types of emotion words 
(yet in absolute terms, not much difference was found between the genders). 
Moreover, the analysis of suprasegmental features demonstrated that, while 
many of these features tended to be used proportionally to their overall use in 
the context of emotions by both genders, women displayed a tendency to lend 
emphasis to their emotional speech with variations in pitch, as well as with 
strong stresses and rhythmic speech, while men frequently used a high voice for 
this purpose. Thus, there were clear gender differences in the area of expressing 
emotions, in the frequency and diversity of emotional expression, and as regards 
suprasegmental features accompanying emotion words. 

The factor of gender was also analysed in the context of swearing, since 
many studies have come to the conclusion that women swear less frequently 
than men, and that they use weaker swearwords (Coates 2004; Rayson, Leech 
and Hodges 1997). Indeed, gender appeared to play a role with regard to partic- 
ipants’ swearing behaviour. When using swearwords spontaneously, the male 
participants used more offensive swearwords, while the female participants 
used more euphemisms and very mild swearwords. Moreover, the women used 
more offensive swearwords than their partners in the metalinguistic context. 
This could be taken to suggest that, for women, the main reasons for avoiding 
the use of swearwords are social custom or gender expectations, rather than a 
sense of strong taboos attached to these swearwords. 

Lastly, gender patterns were also examined in the bilinguals’ laughing behav- 
iour and humour. It has been suggested repeatedly that women laugh more than 
men in conversations (Mehu and Dunbar 2008; Winterheld, Simpson and Orina 
2013), which was corroborated in these interviews. The female participants 
produced 7% more laughter episodes, and almost 30% more laughter pulses 
than the male participants, and, consequently, laughed considerably longer than 
their partners on each occasion. Men and women also differed in their use of 
voice quality, as women used more laughing and smiling voice quality than 
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men. The observations that women laugh more about men’s laughables than 
the reverse (Provine 1993), and that they produce fewer laughables than men 
(Robinson and Smith-Lovin 2001), were not confirmed. Thus, both genders 
laughed similarly frequently about their own humorous comments, and while 
the overall numbers indicate that the female participants laughed more often 
about their partner’s humorous comments than the reverse, a look at the two 
couple combinations suggests that the variable of the participants’ mother 
tongue is more influential than their gender. Nevertheless, when asked to 
decide which partner is funnier, the couples selected the male participant more 
frequently and some men even presented their partner as humourless. Thus, 
gender emerged as an important influence on various areas of the partners’ 
language use, including their laughing behaviour. 


11.4 The influence of mother tongue and culture 


The participants’ cultural and linguistic backgrounds are relevant to the study 
of their communication for two reasons. On the one hand, both partners’ speech 
and manner of interacting may be influenced by conventions specific to their 
culture or mother tongue, which could, for instance, shape their use of emotion 
terms, suprasegmental features, or the production of humour. On the other hand, 
the fact that one of the partners is a non-native speaker of the couple language 
may, for example, influence his or her language mixing and swearing behaviour, 
and potentially place him or her at a disadvantage. Furthermore, as was the 
case for the analysis of gender, the fact that the interviews were conducted with 
dyads that were balanced in terms of their mother tongues provided a great 
opportunity to study the influence of their linguistic backgrounds on several 
language features. 

As I anticipated, the speakers of the two mother tongues differed in terms 
of the reasons for their language preference and their attitudes towards their 
second language. The Swiss participants, who are all fluent in English, stated 
that they enjoy expressing themselves in their L2, and tend to consider it a part 
of their identity and an emotional language. Thus, their attitudes towards their 
partner’s language are highly positive. In contrast, most of the Anglophone 
participants indicated that they view their L2 primarily as a medium of commu- 
nication and showed a mixed attitude and little emotional attachment to the 
language. The English speakers are also considerably less fluent in their L2 than 
their partners are; in addition to having had less formal education in their L2, 
their efforts to improve their language skills are obstructed by the diglossic 
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situation in Switzerland. In the light of the partners’ attitudes and language 
skills, the choice of English as their relationship language comes as no surprise. 

I was also interested in determining whether there were any differences in 
the language mixing behaviour and in the expression of emotions between 
the speakers of both languages. According to the partners’ reports, they mix 
languages similarly often, despite the differences in their L2 proficiency. This 
was paralleled by their mixing behaviour during the interviews, since the 
Swiss participants did not switch to (Swiss) German more frequently than the 
Anglophone interviewees did, despite conversing in their L2. However, the 
native speakers of English hedged a larger percentage of their spontaneous as 
well as metalinguistic switches than the Swiss participants, which could indicate 
that the former have a more negative attitude towards language mixing, or that 
they felt self-conscious about speaking in their L2. 

In addition, the analysis of emotion words demonstrated that the Swiss used 
slightly more negative and fewer positive emotion expressions than the Anglo- 
phone participants and that, contrary to expectation, the Swiss participants used 
a slightly greater variety of positive emotion terms, while their partners used 
a greater variety of negative emotion terms. The Swiss participants used more 
intonation units with multiple stresses in the context of positive emotion words, 
whereas the Anglophone participants used more ofthem with negative emotion 
words. Moreover, the Swiss used more husky/breathy voice quality and falling 
terminal pitch when expressing emotions than the speakers of English did, while 
the latter used more level pitches in the emotional contexts. 

With regard to swearing, I anticipated that the native speakers would swear 
more frequently than their non-native partners. This was indeed the case: the 
Anglophone participants used more swearwords, in both languages, and in the 
spontaneous as well as the metalinguistic context, than the Swiss participants 
did. Particularly, they used a far greater number of mild swearwords than 
their partners in both contexts. In addition, culture emerged as an influential 
variable, as the British participants swore the most among the interviewees, 
and the Americans the least, which matched their own reports. The range of 
reactions that the interviewees reported and demonstrated to swearing in their 
first language emphasizes that swearwords have a greater emotional force in a 
bilingual’s L1 (Dewaele 2004a, 2004b, 2010), and that the offensiveness of a word 
is also connected to the speaker, not just the word itself. Language ownership 
was thus a recurrent topic in the interviews, and several native speakers forbade 
their partners to use specific terms. 

Finally, I aimed to determine the role of the participants’ mother tongue 
in their laughing behaviour, and in their production of humour. The native 
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speakers were expected to have a certain advantage in producing successful 
laughables, which proved to be true, as the Anglophone partners laughed less 
about their partners’ humorous comments, and slightly more frequently about 
their own, than the Swiss participants did. It cannot be determined whether 
this is due to the Anglophone participants’ advantage as native speakers, or due 
to cultural aspects of their sense of humour. In the couples’ self-evaluations, 
there was a tendency to rate the English speakers as funnier than the Swiss, 
and their responses also indicated that several participants from Great Britain 
believe their (cultural) sense of humour to be superior to their partner’s; such 
a tendency was also observed by Chiaro (2009) among Anglophone partners 
in bilingual relationships. In addition, the interviewees referred to a variety of 
cultural differences in their humour preferences and their senses of humour. 
Some participants stated that humour can be difficult to translate, or that 
non-native speakers are sometimes excluded from participating in humorous 
social interactions due to their limited language skills or their different sense of 
humour, and may not be able to present their humorous side in their L2. This 
indicates that humour can also pose challenges for bilingual couples. 


11.5 Other factors 


In addition to the partners’ gender and mother tongue, there are several other 
factors which potentially influence their speech. Thus, relationship length 
turned out to have an impact on the mixing behaviour of the couples, as the 
bilinguals who had been in a relationship for the shortest period of time switched 
the least, while the couples who had been together the longest switched the 
most. Given that relationship length is also linked to the bilinguals’ level of skills 
in their L2, this comes as no surprise. 

Moreover, the family situation has emerged as an influential variable in a 
variety of areas of the partners’ speech. When children are born, the couple 
language evolves into a family language, and language use and mixing practices 
may change. Often, the non-native partner of the relationship language starts 
speaking his or her mother tongue to address their children, which increases 
the presence of this language in their relationship. As a result, the couples’ 
language mixing may increase, or it may decrease because the parents attempt 
to keep their languages separate for the sake of their children; while the couples 
in this study reportedly reduce their language mixing for their children, no 
such tendency was observed during the interviews. Meanwhile, the influence of 
children on the couples’ swearing behaviour was evident; during the interviews, 
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the couples without children swore more than twelve times as much as the 
participants who have children, even though no children were present. 
Another factor which possibly affects the couples’ language use is their place 
of residence. While all of the couples live in Switzerland, they live in different 
geographic locations, which has a considerable influence on their language 
use outside the home, since the availability of other native speakers, but also 
of fluent non-native speakers, is largely determined by the couples’ place of 
residence. The proximity of other native speakers is likely to have an effect on 
the immigrants’ L2 skills, and, potentially, on the partners’ language use with 
each other, though the couples’ reports provided little evidence for the latter. 


11.6 Implications 


The findings of this study carry a number of implications for bilingual couples, 
particularly with regard to expressing negative emotions, swearing, and cre- 
ating humour. The couples’ reports indicate that the expression of negative 
emotions can be very challenging even for highly proficient L2 speakers, and 
that this is — as is probably the case for monolingual couples — one ofthe most 
difficult areas to navigate in their relationships. Thus, while the non-native 
interviewees in this study believe that they have acquired considerable arguing 
skills, they still feel in a weaker position on occasion, or cause offense to their 
partner unintentionally. Differences may be as subtle as the suprasegmental 
features that are used to accompany expressions of negative emotion. Such 
expressions were framed particularly often by husky, creaky or breathy voice 
quality and a wide intonation contour among the Swiss participants, and there 
was also a greater occurrence of rising and falling terminal pitch among them. 
Native partners should be mindful of the difficulties that their partners face 
and show some leniency where possible. This also applies to the production of 
humour, where non-native speakers are sometimes placed at a disadvantage, as 
their humour may not be appreciated, or they do not manage to find the right 
tone or words to produce successful laughables. As a consequence, they may 
not be able to present their humorous or witty side. 

Despite these challenges, the analysis of the partners’ interactions also 
demonstrated that they communicate very successfully, and that they have 
adapted their language practices to each other to a considerable extent. Many 
of the couples believe the effective communication between them to be a 
consequence of their bilingualism, and of their long-lasting efforts to engage 
with each other and to advance their mutual understanding. This indicates that 
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we need to move away from the assumption that bilingual relationships are 
inherently more problematic than monolingual ones. Instead, bilingual couples 
who are at an earlier stage in their relationship, or who have a lower proficiency 
in the couple language, should be heartened by the fact that it is possible to attain 
successful and satisfying couple communication with dedication and time. 
The results of this study also have some practical implications for foreign 
language teaching, in particular with regard to the use of swearwords and the 
production of humour ina non-native language. The partners’ different views of 
—and emotional reactions to — swearwords in their L1 and L2 suggest that this is 
a potential area for misunderstandings between native and non-native speakers. 
It is therefore important that foreign language students are made aware of the 
affective meaning of swearwords, especially very offensive ones, as well as the 
taboos and the notion of ownership associated with swearing in one’s mother 
tongue. With regard to the use of humour, the interviews demonstrated that this 
is a challenging area for language learners, who may not only be at a linguistic 
disadvantage, but whose sense of humour may also not be fully appreciated 
by native speakers. Consequently, foreign language students should be taught 
about cultural and linguistic idiosyncrasies of humour in their target language. 


11.7 Future research 


The analysis and the results presented in this book are by no means complete, 
and there are many areas which merit further research. On the one hand, the 
tendencies which were noted in terms of the assimilation between the partners, 
but also with regard to the influence of gender and mother tongue on their 
language use, need to be corroborated in a larger sample. On the other hand, 
there are many aspects that pertain to the communication within couples that 
could not be examined, as this would have gone beyond the scope of this 
study. One aspect that stood out in the couples’ interactions, which was also 
evident among the bilingual couples studied by Piller (2002a), was the large 
amount of conversational collaboration between the partners. Even though 
Piller examined examples of such cooperative elements, a quantitative analysis 
of bilingual couples’ use of strategies such as joint story-telling, other-repetition, 
paraphrase, backchannel, simultaneous speech, and shared laughter, would be 
of interest. Another aspect in the communication of bilingual couples that would 
benefit from broad-based empirical research is their management of conflict, 
including negotiation, disagreement, and repair. 
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In this study, the partners’ use of suprasegmental features was mainly 
researched in the context of laughter and the expression of emotions, besides 
being taken into account for the interpretation of the interviewees’ statements. 
A more extensive analysis of bilingual partners’ use of voice quality, loudness, 
and pitch, including terminal pitch movements, could provide insights with 
regard to the assimilation between the partners, and point to more differences 
relating to gender and mother tongue. In this context, it would be interesting 
to examine the connection between laughing and smiling voice quality more 
closely, and the use of laughter, as the analysis suggested that the former 
correlates with laughter, which was not the case for the latter. 

Finally, the two main variables that have been found to affect the partners’ 
speech and modes of interaction — namely gender and mother tongues — are 
by no means the only influential variables. Variables that were not examined in 
detail here are the age, level of education, religiousness and social class of the 
bilinguals, as well as their family situation and relationship length. The impact 
of these variables on aspects such as the partners’ language mixing, swearing, 
laughter or attitudes should be researched more extensively in the future. 


11.8 Strengths and limitations 


The primary appeal of this study is that it provides a detailed linguistic analysis 
of the speech and modes of communication of bilingual couples who are highly 
proficient in the relationship language, despite being late bilinguals. Using 
innovative and diverse research methods, it fills some gaps in previous research 
on bilingual couples, much of which focused on the experiences of the female 
partner (e.g. Heller and Lévy 1992; Goncalves 2013), or on couples’ self-reports 
rather than their actual language use (e.g. Breger 1998; Khatib-Chahidi, Hill and 
Paton 1998). Studies on couples with similar linguistic and cultural backgrounds 
as the couples I interviewed concentrated on the discursive construction of their 
bilingual identity and couplehood (Goncalves 2013; Piller 2002a), as well as on 
the conversational cooperation between the partners (Piller 2002a). Through 
the focus on the partners’ speech and interaction, my research generates new 
knowledge about the communication of bilingual couples, as well as fluent late 
bilingualism, a field which has received less scholarly attention than childhood 
bilingualism or less proficient bilingualism in the past. Meanwhile, the focus of 
my research also differs from most other research in the field of bilingualism in 
that bilingual couples form an established communicative dyad, which entails 
that their language practices have evolved and assimilated over time. 
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In addition, there were many advantages to the design of the research, as 
it enabled me to analyse each topic from several perspectives, and to consider 
a number of variables. By combining the couples’ reports with the analysis of 
their actual linguistic behaviour, and by using quantitative as well as qualitative 
research methods, I avoided giving only a snapshot of their current situation and 
managed to provide an extensive account of their communication and language 
use. Furthermore, the fact that the interviews were of similar lengths, that the 
groups were balanced in terms of gender and mother tongue, and that the 
same general topics were discussed, contributed to enabling comparisons with 
reference to certain features (such as language mixing, laughter, and the use of 
swearwords) and to the factors of gender and mother tongue. Since group size 
and group composition during a conversation can be confounding variables with 
regard to certain linguistic modes of behaviour, the fact that these were identical 
in all interviews was another advantage of the research design. For instance, this 
was relevant for the comparison of language mixing and laughter, as group size 
has been found to affect the frequency of laughter (Mehu and Dunbar 2008), and 
group composition can influence the genders’ laughing behaviour, their choice 
of humour type, and their mixing behaviour (Robinson and Smith-Lovin 2001; 
Holmes 2006). 

Nevertheless, there are also some limitations to this study. First, the con- 
versations that were analysed did not occur completely naturally, and even 
though the interviews were designed to engender as much spontaneous speech 
between the partners as possible, the interviews were still semi-structured, 
and my presence might have affected their language use and their manner 
of communicating. As a consequence, the observations made with regard to 
the couples’ language mixing, laughing, and swearing behaviour during the 
interviews are only completely valid for this setting. Secondly, self-reports can 
provide valuable insights, but they can also be unreliable; the interviewees 
may not have remembered their past attitudes and linguistic practices clearly 
or accurately, or they may have misreported certain aspects. This issue was 
partly remedied by comparing the couples’ accounts with their actual language 
practices. To assess the development of their attitudes and their language use 
more precisely, however, a longitudinal study would be necessary. 

Thirdly, it should be called to mind again that many of the findings only 
apply to couples in these specific circumstances, rather than to bilingual couples 
in general, and some aspects are strongly influenced by the couples’ environ- 
ment. For instance, the couples’ extremely positive attitudes towards their 
bilingualism, and their strong inclination towards English, are most likely linked 
to the fact that English is viewed very positively in Switzerland, which shapes 
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not only the Swiss partners’ attitudes, but also determines the Anglophone 
partners’ experience as migrants in Switzerland. On the one hand, the latter are 
looked upon very favourably, often accommodated linguistically, and welcomed 
as elite immigrants; on the other hand, their mother tongue may make it more 
difficult to acquire the community language, and might thus keep them from 
fully integrating. The strong influence of the environment becomes evident 
when the attitudes of the couples in this study are compared with those of the 
bilingual couples in Australia examined by Schiipbach (2009), who expressed 
far less positive attitudes towards bilingualism, even though the couples in both 
studies speak the same languages. Nonetheless, the fact that the sample was 
restricted to couples with similar backgrounds and in similar situations provided 
a comparable basis for the analysis. 


11.9 Closing remarks 


When I started out with my research, I hypothesized that the high level of 
proficiency of the bilingual couples I interviewed entails that they have not only 
very positive attitudes towards their bilingualism, but that they have also learnt 
to communicate on a very advanced level, including the successful expression 
of positive and negative emotions, as well as of humour. In the analysis of the 
couples’ interactions and reports, all of these expectations were met. While it 
might be assumed that the partners’ different languages, cultures, genders, and 
family backgrounds present considerable challenges in their communication, 
the analysis demonstrated that there are also advantages, which, in the case 
of these fluent bilinguals, are felt to far outweigh potential disadvantages. My 
research also showed that, even though the community language does not 
feature very prominently in the couples’ discourse, it has nevertheless found its 
way into their shared language, for instance through the use of playful language, 
neologisms and blended terms, all of which enrich their private couple language. 
Like the bilingual couples studied by Piller, who “describe their private language 
as a central element of their relationship, as a glue that binds them together” 
(2002a: 222), and use it to perform and construct their bilingual couple identity, 
the couples in this study view their shared language as an essential component 
and defining feature of their partnership. Despite the differences between them, 
they have all managed to find a mode of communication that incorporates 
elements pertaining to their individual backgrounds, while simultaneously 
representing their bilingual couple identity. 
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Appendix I: Complete questionnaire 


Relationship history 

1. How did the two of you meet, and when? 

2. Can you describe how your relationship progressed from there (where 
you lived etc.)? 

3. How did people around you react to your relationship? How do your 
families and friends feel about it now? 

4. How do you get along with your extended family? 

5. Have you experienced any (initial) difficulties as a bilingual / bicultural / 


binational couple (with people, institutions etc.)? 


Language use 


13. 


Which language do you speak to each other, and why? 

How proficient is your partner in your language? 

How happy are you with your partner’s effort in learning/speaking your 
language? 

Is there anything special about the way you communicate? Do you feel 
like you have developed ‘your own language’, in a way? 

Do you ever mix languages? How do you feel about it? 

What language(s) do you use on a daily basis, outside of your home (e.g. 
at your workplace, with friends, extended family etc.)? 

Do you have a lot of friends who speak English? [Did you specifically 
look for them? |* 

Will/would/do you raise your children bilingually? 


Language and identity 


14. 


15. 


Do you identify with both languages? [Do you feel that they up make up 
your identity?] 

[Do you feel that your partner changes when he/she uses the other 
language?] 
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Attitude (towards languages, cultures, bilingualism) 


16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 


20. 
21. 


22. 


23. 


24. 


29. 


26. 


27. 


In what aspects do you notice most that your partner is from a different 
culture? 

What are the most important cultural differences between the two ofyou? 
What attracted you about each other when you first met? 

Did you find the fact that he/she was from a different cultural back- 
ground/spoke a different language appealing? 

[What do you find attractive about each other now?] 

How did you feel about each other’s language and culture before you 
met? 

Are there any aspects that you really like or dislike about the other one’s 
country, culture or language? 

Are there any cultural aspects about each other that you really like or 
really dislike? 

What are the advantages and disadvantages of living in a bilingual, 
bicultural relationship? 

In what aspects does your relationship differ from a relationship between 
people of a similar cultural background or previous relationships you’ve 
had? 

Do you believe that your relationship is more or less problematic than a 
monolingual one? 

Were there any initial conflicts? How did/do you solve intercultural 
problems? 


Language and emotions 


28. 


29. 


30. 
31. 


32. 


33. 


34. 


35. 


Are there certain things you prefer to talk about in one language or the 
other? 

Do you feel that there are aspects about either ofthe languages that make 
it more suitable for expressing emotions? 

Which language do you use to express positive emotions? Why? 

Does the non-native speaker of this language ever see this as an issue? 
Do you miss using your mother tongue? 

What terms of endearment do you use with each other? Do you ever wish 
they were in the other language? 

Which language do you use to express negative emotions or to argue? 
Why? 

Does either one of you see this as an issue? Does either one of you feel 
disadvantaged? 

Do you differ in the way you argue or categorize arguments? 
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36. How do you feel about using swearwords or taboo words in your second 
language? How do you feel when your partner uses swearwords in your 
language? 

Characteristics 

37. Which one of you is the more polite person? [Are there things about each 
other’s behaviour that you find rude?] 

38. Which one is more direct? 

39. Who is the more positive person? 

40. Who is funnier? 

41. Asacouple, what do you laugh about? 

42. How important is communication to each one of you (ona scale from one 


to ten)? 


Relationship and future 


43. 
44. 


What are your plans for the future? 
Is there anything that you think is really defining about your relationship 
that hasn’t been mentioned yet? 


* Questions in square brackets were only asked if the couple did not volunteer 
enough information, and/or if there was spare time. Moreover, it occasionally 
happened that the couple gave an answer to a question in response to another 
question, in which case it was not asked again. 
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Appendices 


I II IV V transcription 

Robert & Ste- length of re- 
phanie cording 24:09 14:47 30:47 

start transcription 00:05 00:23 00:30 

end transcription 24:09 14:47 30:47 

total transcription 24:04 14:24 30:17 68:45 
Tim & Sarah length of re- 

cording 26:23 21:22 33:47 

start transcription 00:05 00:00 00:20 

end transcription 26:23 21:22 33:47 

length of gaps 00:06 00:00 00:12 

total transcription 26:12 21:22 33:15 80:49 
David & Susanne length of re- 

cording 18:25 14:43 27:10 11:27 04:32 

start transcription 00:00 01:08 00:00 00:29 00:00 

end transcription 18:25 14:30 27:10 11:27 04:32 

length of gaps 00:00 00:00 00:50 00:00 00:00 

total transcription 18:25 13:22 26:20 10:58 04:32 T337 
Courtney & length of re- 
Martin cording 27:36 22:43 05:18 

start transcription 00:10 00:00 00:00 

end transcription 27:36 22:43 05:12 

length of gaps 00:00 00:00 00:44 

total transcription 27:26 22:43 04:28 54:37 
Richard & Sophia length of re- 

cording 59:06 

start transcription 00:05 

end transcription 59:06 

total transcription 59:01 59:01 
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u II IV transcription 

Claire & Simon length of re- 

cording 73:15 

start transcription 00:00 

end transcription 73:15 

total transcription 73:15 73:15 
Dean & Monika length of re- 

cording 23:19 17:10 22:00 13:04 

start transcription 00:52 00:00 00:00 00:00 

end transcription 23:19 17:10 22:00 13:04 

total transcription 22:27 17:10 22:00 13:04 74:41 
Joshua & De- length of re- 
borah cording 25:31 21:03 11:27 

start transcription 00:00 00:00 00:00 

end transcription 25:31 21:03 06:00 

length of gaps 00:00 00:00 00:53 

total transcription 25:31 21:03 05:07 51:41 
Craig & Katia length of re- 

cording 34:01 22:14 25:24 

start transcription 01:15 00:18 00:48 

end transcription 34:01 22:14 25:24 

length of gaps 01:18 00:00 00:00 

total transcription 31:28 21:56 24:36 78:00 
Karen & Philipp length of re- 

cording 60:50 

start transcription 00:10 

end transcription 60:50 

total transcription 60:40 60:40 


Total transcription time 


11 hours 15 minutes 06 seconds 


Table 48: Overview of length of recordings and time transcribed 
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Appendix III: Table of number of words and intonation units 
for each participant 


a 
4 = 
H El 
oe = u -:4 s = @ a Roo. 
a Roos í 8 E z 2 8 = EI A E Fi = 
Ei v a A Eh & D A a z = 2 4 & E 2 pi f H z 
a: 5 2 a a5 Š 5 P fF 2 E ġġ 4 ¢ 
+ E 3 é 2 S Es a & g Ëg 3 a: 6 $ a | & 
z a 8 g & Ë & á o g g 9 » « E 8 £ 
sf a § E F BE See es SF eee sie 
~~ A — A A A O SS &® A U HF A ZF BA OM M FE 5 
le 2199 1483 2145 2483 1611 1944 1374 1187 1083 926 1769 1870 1731 1908 1393 389 1813 1654 974 1386 | 1566 
ITUs / couple 3682 4628 3555 2561 2009 3639 3639 1782 3467 2360 
%ofcouple [59.7 40.3 46.3 53.7 45.3 547 53.7 46.3 53.9 46.1 48.6 51.4 47.6 524 78.2 218 523 47.7 413 587 
di 
Ma 7885 4931 6394 7102 5092 6045 4414 3831 3167 3312 6464 6813 6509 6038 4572 894 6205 5137 3439 4830 | 5154 
worda / 12816 13496 11137 8345 6479 13277 12547 5466 11342 8269 
couple 
%ofcouple [61.5 38.5 47.4 52.6 45.7 543 52.9 47.1 48.9 51.1 48.7 51.3 51.9 48.1 83.6 16.4 54.7 45.3 41.6 58.4 
Sora 3.59 3.33 298 2.86 3.16 3.11 3.21 3.31 2.92 3.58 3.65 3.64 3.76 3.16 3.28 2.30 3.42 3.11 3.53 3.48 | 3.27 
NY, 68:45 80:49 73:37 54:37 59:01 73:15 74:41 51:41 78:00 60:40  |67:30 
duration 
words / min 186 167 151 152 110 182 167 105 133 136 149 


Table 49: Number of words, intonation units and words per minute for each participant / 


couple 


Key: IUs = intonation units. 
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Appendix IV: Detailed table of language switches 
English Swiss German 
total total rou total total rou 
hedged unhedged a iis hedged unhedged ei va 
CS meta 3 11 14 51.9 0 13 13 48.1 
CS used emotional reaction 0 2 9 60.0 0 1 6 40.0 
nn by previous 0 3 0 0 
triggered by topic / unclear 1 2 0 1 
asking for a word 0 0 | 1 
addressing sb; “off-record” 0 1 0 2 
B meta general 9 40 67 58.8 4 37 47 41.2 
translating 0 2 0 1 
correcting & helping 0 0 0 3 
loanblends 0 8 0 0 
quoting / imitating 0 8 0 2 
Bused cultural concepts 3 11 76 50.7 3 12 74 49.3 
names people 1 12 1 13 
places 5 17 0 19 
institutions 2 4 0 5 
titles 0 0 0 2 
— by previous 0 4 1 5 
triggered by topic / unclear 3 6 1 0 
spontaneous reaction, filler 0 1 0 5 
asking for a word inE/G 1 1 0 2 
can’t think of a word 4 0 3 1 
off-record 0 1 0 1 
total meta 12 69 81 57.4 4 56 60 42.6 
total spontaneous 20 65 85 51.5 10 70 80 48.5 
total 32 134 166 54.2 14 126 140 45.8 


Table 50: Language switches by type and mother tongue 


Key: B = borrowing; CS = code-switching. 
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euphe- 
misms E 


very mild 
E 


quite 
mild 
E 


quite 
mild 
G 


quite of- 
fensive E 


quite of- 
fensive G 


very of- 
fensive E 


very of- 
fensive G 


oh good- 
ness 
holy cow 
c-word 
f-word 


oh (my) 
God 


shit 
bullshit 
crap 
hell 
damn 
bloody 
sod off 
dickhead 
arse / ass 
(pain in the 
arse / arse 
about) 
piss 
piss off 
(disappear) 
piss off 
(make 
angry) 
be pissed 
take the 
piss 


huere 
Fressi 
dami 
verdammt 
Scheisse 
scheiss 


whore 
bitch 
dick 


Arsch 
Arschloch 


cunt 
fucking 
fuck 
(it/this) 
fuck off 
for fuck’s 
sake 


Fotze 
Futz 


figg 
fick(en) 


Table 51: Categorisation of swearwords used during the interviews 


Key: E = English; G = (Swiss) German. 


None of the swearwords was personally directed at anyone present. 


No euphemisms or very mild swearwords were used in (Swiss) German. 
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